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“And they cried, The Sword of the 
Lord, and of Gideon." Judges 7:20 


eeee 
ee . “ 
esses ems sss...” 
Oris, “AAO 
*eteee 


POO AAAAAO 


we Editorial and Executive Office: 214 West Wesley Street, Wheaton, Illinois 


rer 
anon, 


An Independent Christian Weekly, Standing for the Verbal Inspiration of the Bible, the Deity of Christ, His Blood Atonement, Salvation by Faith, New Testament 
Soul Winning and the Premillennial Return of Christ. Opposes Modernism, Worldliness and Formalism. 


Vol, XXIV, No. 52 


i Be he 


essvess et WAGE ty RHA SIA 3 


Bethel 


By 
Dr. Sam Morris 
P, O. Box 6628, San Antonio, eta 


rer, 
aA 


(Sermon preached at Sword of the Lord Conference on Revival and Soul Winning, 


‘Lake Louise, Toccoa, Georgia in July, 1956. Mechanically recorded for THE SWORD 


OF THE LORD.) 


“And God said unto Jacob, Arise, go up to Beth-el, and 
dwell there [notice the words dwell there|: and make there 
an altar unto God, that appeared unto thee when thou fled- 
dest from the face of Esau thy brother. Then Jacob said unto 
his household, and to all that were with him, Put away the 
strange gods that are among you, and be clean, and change 
your garments: And let us arise and go up to Beth-el; and 
I will make there an altar unto God, who answered me in the 
day of my distress, and was with me in the way which I 
went. And they gave unto Jacob all the strange gods which 
were in their hand, and all their earrings which were in their 
ears; and Jacob hid them under the oak which was by 
Shechem. [He dug a grave in his back yard; a mighty good 
thing to do.| And they journeyed: and the terror of God was 
upon the cities that were round about them, and they did 
not pursue after the sons of Jacob. So Jacob came to Luz, 
which is in the land of Canaan, that is, Beth-el, he and all the 
people that were with him. And he built there an altar, and 
called the place El-beth-el: because there God appeared unto 
him, when he fled from the face of his brother.’’—Gen. 35:1-7. 


The Last Sermon of the Year 


By Charles H. Spurgeon 
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“Give an account of thy stewardship; for thou mayest be no 


longer steward,’’—Luke 16:2. 


The first part of this text applies to us all; the second 
part will apply to each one of us before long. 


“Give an account of thy 
stewardship,” is a command 
that may be addressed to the 
ungodly. They are accountable 
to God for all that they have, 
or ever have had, or ever 
shall have. The law of the Lord 
is not relaxed because they have 
sinned; they still remain responsi- 
ble to God, even though they at- 
tempt to cast off the yoke of the 
Almighty. As creatures formed by 
the divine hand and sustained by 
divine power, they are bound to 
serve God; and, if they do not and 
will not, His claims upon them do 
not cease, and to each of them He 
saith, “Give an account of thy 
stewardship.” 


This text may also be applied to 
the children of God, to the godly, 
in a different sense, however, and 
after another fashion. For, first 
of all, the godly are God’s chil- 
dren; they are accounted as stand- 
ing in Christ.-They are no longer 
merely God’s subjects; for what 
they owed to God as sinners has 
all been discharged by Jesus 
Christ their Substitute and Sav- 
iour. They have, therefore, been 
placed on a different footing from 
other men; but, having been saved 
by grace and adopted into God’s 
family, they have had entrusted 
to them talents which they are to 
use to His honour and glory. Be- 
ing the Lord’s children, and beiyig 


Backsliding is a Bible doctrine. 
I did not say falling from grace 
is a Bible doctrine, for once a 
person is saved, he is eternally 
and everlastingly saved and can 
never be snatched out of the 
hands of Almighty God. We get 
Salvation from God through Je- 
Sus Christ as a free gift. Ephe- 
sians 2:8-10 says, “By grace are 
ye saved through faith; and that 
not of yourselves: it is the gift 
of God: Not of works, lest any 
many should boast. For we are 
created in 
Christ Jesus unto good works, 
which God hath before ordained 
that we should walk in them,” 


People sometimes say to me, “If 
I believed once saved, always 


saved, I would sin all I want to.” 
Well, ladies and gentlemen, the 
new birth takes care of the 


A radio steneiins he Dr. Tohn R.Rice 


We have walked into the portals of a new year, or will 


saved, they become His servants, 
and as His servants they are un- 
der responsibility to God, and 
they will all have to give to Him 
an account of their stewardship. 


Look at Eli; I have no doubt 
that he was a saved man, but 
God made him a steward over 
his own family as well as a proph- 
et to Israel, and he had to give 
an account of his stewardship, and 
because he had not been faithful 
in it, although he was not con- 
demned eternally, yet he was 
made most miserably to suffer 
when he was told that the whole 
of his house should be swept 
away, and also when he heard of 
the deaths of his sons, and as the 
direst news of all learned that the 
ark of God was taken by the 
Philistines. God visited him in his 
capacity of steward, made him 
give in his account, and awarded 
him in this life a heavy penalty 
for his unfaithfulness. 

And I do not doubt that many 
a child of God, who has been 
saved at the last, yet, being found 
unfaithful as a steward, has had 
to suffer much, has lost much of 
honour and much of fellowship 
with God, and much of high ad- 
vancement in the way of grace 
which he might otherwise have 
obtained. 

David also was another such a 
steward. He was not a lost soul. 
I have no doubt that he is among 
the saved and blessed saints in 
Heaven; but as a steward he was 
not found faithful. You remember 
how grievously he sinned, and 
from that moment his family was 
full of rebellion, his kingdom was 
full of trouble, and he went with 


| 


broken bones all the way down ta 
his grave. 

Hence I may say to you, chil- 
dren of God, who are not under 
the law,—and I do not address 
you at all in a legal strain when 
I so speak to you—you also have 
a stewardship. Give an account 
of it, or else perhaps you may be 
no longer spared; or, being spared, 
yet still you may have tokens of 
your Lord’s. displeasure, which 
you may carry with you even toa 
your tomb. Thank God, you shall 
leave them there! But it would be 
more for God’s glory and for your 
own comfort not to have them 
at all. 


I desire, on this last day of an- 
other year, not so much to speak 
to you, as to get you to talk toa 
yourselves. So, first, we will to- 
gether think upon the reasonable 
demand made in our text: “Give 


an account of thy stewardship.” 
Next, we will examine some reda- 
sons why we should at once give 


(Continued on page 5) 


Charles H, Spurgeon 


“want-to.” If you want to sin, 
that is not a coatradiction of the 
message of eternal salvation; it 


(Continued on page 7) 


do so right away. What will happen as we face the new year? 
Everybody is interested in that. There are some things we 
know; some things we do not know, but it is good to remind 
you of some things that are certain about 1959. 


The text is in Luke, chapter 17, verses 26—30: 


“And as it was in the days of Noe, so shall it be also in 
the days of the Son of man. They did eat, they drank, they 
married wives, they were given in marriage, until the day 
that Noe entered into the ark, and the flood came, and de- 
stroyed them all. Likewise also as it was in the days of Lot; 
they did eat, they drank, they bought, they sold, they 
planted, they ‘builded; But the same day that Lot went out 
of Sodom it rained fire and brimstone from heaven, and de- 
stroyed them all. Even thus shall it be in the day when the 
Son of man is revealed.” 


I do not believe this text is ; 
usually interpreted as God intend- must come soon. That is not what 
ed. Some try to use this as the| the Sc#ipture says. In fact, it 
sign when Jesus is coming. They says the exact opposite, 


try to use this to give some evi- 1. Life Will Go on as Usual, 
samen They peninge Sigg tor With No Warning of Dis- 

. : + v . 
was a wickedness in the days aster sand Christ's Coming 
of Noah that has not been re- This Scripture says that in the 
peated until modern times, and| ays of Noah life went on as 
that the wickedness, as in the| USual. They married; they gave in 


days of Noah, is a sign that Jesus (Continued on page 4) 


Free Until January 12! 


Beautiful New Book, IS GOD A “DIRTY BULLY”? Free 
With One Yearly Subscription, $3 
Or Three Subscriptions, $7 
Or Ten Subscriptions, $19 
? Offer Closes January 12 


We thank God for the thousands 


——— 


of subscriptions that have come 
in in the last month. But on Jan- 
uary 12 the offer closes. Be sure 
to get yaur subscriptions mailed 
and postmarked before midnight, 
Monday, January 12, if you want 
to get the big. 202-page, library- 
bound book of sensational ser- 
mons by Editor John R. Rice, 
free. 


This beautiful volume with 
hard-bound simulated cloth ‘cover, 
printed in two colors, is getting a 
wonderful reception. Hurry and 
get your copy free with subscrip- 


tions. a~ 


Note the following offer again. 


You may send one yearly sub- 
scription, new or renewal, at the 
regular rate of $3.00 a year and 
get this big book, Js God a “Dirty 
Bully’? and Other Sensational 
Sermons, free. 


Or you may send three one-year 
subscriptions (or one three-year 
subscription) for $7.00, and get 
the book free. 


Or you may send ten yearly 
subscriptions, new or renewal, for 


ful and thrilling book of sensa- 
tional sermons free. 

Or for every subscription fund 
gift of $3.00 or more, you may 
have a free copy of the book, Is 


(Continued on page 3) 


only $19.00, and get this beauti- 
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Friday, December 26, 1958 


A New Leaf 


He came to my desk with quivering lip— 
The lesson was done. 

“Dear Teacher, | want a new leaf,”’ he said, 
“| have spoiled this one.” 

I took the old leaf, stained and blotted, 

And gave him a new one all unspotted, 
And into his sad eyes smiled, 
“Do better, now, my child.” 


I went to the throne with a quivering soul— 
The old year was done. 
“Dear Father, hast Thou a new leaf for me? 
| have spoiled this one.” 
He took the old leaf, stained and blotted, 
And gave me a new one all unspotted, 
And into my sad heart smiled, 
“Do better, now, my child.” 


—Kathleen Wheeler 


Dear Nieces and Nephews: 

Are you glad that it will soon 
be a new year? To me, there is 
something wonderful about start- 
ing a year all over. Just like the 
little boy in the poem who had 
messed up his paper, sometimes I 
do things wrong and displease the 
Lord and feel sad because I have 
messed up a page on my life. So 
I am glad that soon we will begin 
a new year, 1959. God gives us a 
clean new year to start out with. 
We can confess our sins, and then 
look forward to a good year and 
trust the Lord to help us do bet- 
ter. 

So New Years is a time for mak- 
ing resolutions. A resolution is a 
decision, usually a strong decision 
to do better about something, to 
make a change about something. 
Some people make resolutions and 
then when they slip up and don’t 
keep them, they decide: that reso- 
lutions are useless. But if we 
think carefully and pray about 
what decisions we ought to make, 
the Lord will help us each day to 
keep them, 

So it is important to look over 
the last year and see what you 
need to improve on. Is_ there 
something that you would like to 
be different about this year? 


What Resolutions Should 
You Make? 

The very first resolution that 
a young person must make is to 
take Jesus Christ as Saviour. It 
would be very silly to try to 
change your life unless Jesus 
Christ is in your heart to help 
you. We could try and try to do 
better, but unless we have been 


saved and have Jesus Christ in 
our hearts, we just can’t be good. 


I heard a story about a lady who 
went to a farm and saw a pig 
wallowing around 4n a mud hole. 
The pig was dirty and smelly. 
“Well,” said the lady, “I believe 
I'll give this pig a bath. When he 
is clean, he would be a nice pet.” 
So the lady scrubbed the pig un- 
til he was pink and shining, Then 
she powdered him and put per- 
fume on him and tied a blue rib- 


bon around his neck. My, that 
was the cleanest and sweetest- 
smelling pig you’ve ever seen! 
But later that day, the lady 
looked out the window and—you 
can guess what she saw—the pig 
was back in the mud hole, grunt- 
ing and rolling around in the dirt. 
You see, the pig was still a 
pig. Even though the lady gave 
him a bath and made him look 
nice, the pig still loved to roll in 
the dirt. Pigs just naturally like 


to roll in the mud and they don’t 
mind the smell at all! 

Just so, a boy or girl might de- 
cide that he was going to be good 
and act like a Christian. But un- 
til a person asks Jesus Christ to 
save him and change his heart and 
forgive his sins, then he just can’t 
be good. Unless you are saved, you 
still love your sin like a pig loves 
to wallow. 

So if you have never asked Je- 
sus to be your Saviour and de- 
pended on Him to forgive of your 
Sins, won't you do it now? 1959 
will be the happiest year you have 
ever had if you will turn to the 
Lord Jesus who loves you so much. 
He died on the cross to pay for 
your sins. Romans 10:19 says, 
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THE SWORD OF THE LORD 
THE 


evrron’s NOLES 


by John R. Rice 


We start with the first week 
in January a new series of Bible 
crossword puzzles prepared by 
Mrs. Libby Handford on “Great 
Chapters of the Bible.” With 
much work, prayer, research, and 
study, these Bible crossword puz- 
zles have been prepared. We be- 
lieve they are the best we have 
published and that through them, 
thousands of people will learn 
more about the Bible than they 
ever knew before, and learn it in 
a happy and interesting way. 

Again, in 1959, we will give the 
clothbound Scofield Reference Bi- 
ble, Number 80, with large type 
and all the Scofield helps except 
the concordance, free to those who 
complete forty-eight of the 1959 
puzzles on time and correctly in 
this year, and keep the coupons 
we give for correct solutions and 
send them in together at the close 
of the year. 


And each week there will be 
an interesting pamphlet or book 
which we think you will find won- 
derfully rewarding. 

We beg you, start in time, try 
to get every Bible crossword puz- 
zie this year in the department 
of the “Sword Wit Sharpeners.” 


Not a Pamphlet, Not Paper- 
Bound, the Beautiful Volume 
Given Free With 
Subscriptions 


It is hard for readers to believe 
that the book, Js God a “Dirty 
Bully”? and Other Sensational 
Sermons, which we are offering 
absolutely free with subscriptions 
(with one subscription for $3.00, 
or with three subscriptions for 
$7.00, or with ten subscriptions 
for $19.00, in the U. S. A.) is an 
expensively bound library volume. 
But it is. There are 202 pages. 
The cover is not a paper cover. 
Printed on fine book paper, in 
good type, size 5 5/8 X 8 inches, 
nearly one inch thick, the book 


‘is bound in simulated cloth over 


board covers. The binding is bet- 
ter than most cloth binding in that 
it is beautifully printed in two 
colors and can be cleaned with 
a damp cloth and stays perma- 
nently bright and attractive, 

We hope you do not miss the 
opportunity of getting this big 
book free. You can buy it for 
$2.00, but would you not rather 
have it free with subscriptions? 


6 Days at Winnipeg 
It was a great joy to spend De- 
cember 3-8 with the Alliance 


Subscription rates: $3.00 per year, $5.00 for two years, $7.00 for three 


years; Canada and foreign countries $3.50 per year, $6.00 for two years, 


$8.50 for three years. 


Entered as second-class matter at the post office at Newton, 
Kansas, under the act of March 3, 1879. 
Postmasters: Please send Form 3579 to The Sword of the Lord, 


214 W. Wesley, Wheaton, Illinois. 


Please send all correspondence and address changes to: The Sword 
of the Lord Editorial and Executive office at 214 W. Wesley, Wheaton, 


Illinois. Office of Publication: 131 West 6th St., 


Newton, Kansas. 


“Whosoever calleth on the name 
of the Lord shall be saved.” 

If you are not yet a Christian, 
then why don’t you make this 
resolution: “Here and now I de- 
cide to take Jesus Christ as my 
Saviour. I say yes to Him in my 
heart and depend on Him to save 
me, as He promised to do.” That 
is the most important decision you 
can ever make, and the most won- 
derful way to begin the new year. 
(Remember that the decision to 
trust Christ as Saviour is a once- 
for-all decision. When you trust 
Jesus, you are saved forever.) If 
you make this decision, won’t you 
write me and tell me about it? 

Once that matter has been set- 
tled, what other resolutions should 
we make this year? 

Many of us ought to make new 
resolutions about helping at home, 
and being quick to obey parents. 
Maybe some of you girls would 
like to resolve to set the table 
every day without being told, or 
to wash the; dishes without com- 
plaining. Some of you boys might 
resolve to shovel the snow with- 
out being asked or to burn the 
garbage. 

One resolution I want to make 
this year is to be more kind and 
to watch my words. The Bible 
commands us: “Let all bitterness, 
and wrath, and anger, and clamor, 
and evil speaking, be put away 
from you, with all malice: And be 
ye kind one to another, tender- 
hearted, forgiving one another, 
even as God for Christ’s sake hath 
forgiven you” (Eph. 4:31, 32). 
Some of those words are big ones, 
but the whole point of those two 
verses is that we should not be 
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Evangelist Robert L. Sumner 
Contributing Editor 


The Army Chemical Corp. tells 
of a poison gas, a deadly nerve 
gas developed for war-time use 
by the Germans. If the victim can 
be given a small injection of 
atropine in the few minutes be- 
fore death enters after exposure, 
the life could probably be spared. 

In other words, salvation would 
come only if the individual acted 
in time! This same principle is 
also true relative to the deadly 
“nerve gas” of sin. The one known 
remedy to offset its destructive 
power—the blood of the Lamb of 
God—was shed at Calvary. If the 
sinner acts in time, deliverance is 
his; if he does not, damnation is 
inevitable. How very strange, then, 
that sinners smitten with this 
deadly poison deliberately ignore 
the remedy! John 3:36 expresses 
it, “He that believeth on the Son 
hath everlasting life: and he that 
believeth not: the Son shall not 
see life; but the wrath of God 
abideth on him.” How much bet- 
ter to read of those who, in con- 
flict with “that old serpent, called 
the Devil, and Satan,” victoriously 
“overcame him by the blood of 
the Lamb” (Rev. 12:9, 11). 

* * oo 


“I WOULD RATHER LOSE IN 
A CAUSE THAT SOME. DAY 
WILL TRIUMPH THAN TO 
TRIUMPH IN A CAUSE THAT 
I KNOW SOME DAY WILL 
FAIL.’’—Woodrow Wilson 


But What Do We Risk and — 
Suffer for Souls? 


Newspapers made much of the 
fact last month that three Cali- 
fornia mountain climbers had 
scaled the 3,604 foot perpendicu- 
lar face of El] Capitan in Yosemite 
Park. The three, who thereby be-« 
came the first to ever climb the 
granite monolith from that direc- 
tion, spent more than a year pre- 
paring for their project and ac- 
tual climbing time saw the elapse 
of nearly thirteen days. Most of 
the time they did not climb after 
dark, but on the final night they 
braved below-freezing tempera- 
tures and frost to inch their way 
up the last 175 feet to the top 
of the 7,649 foot high skyscraper, 
They ..accomplished, breathless 
readers were told, something no 
other known mortal had done, 


By risking their three necks and 
spending thirteen days in climbing 
—at any moment of which a mis- 
step or a miscalculation would 
have spelled death—the three 
reached the top. 

However, the report rebuked 
my heart tremendously. These 
three were willing to take such 
tremendous chances and risk the 
loss of everything, even life itself, 
to accomplish something that had 
never been done before. Yet what 
little effort we expend, and at 
what little sacrifice to ourselves, 
to win a soul, worth more than 
the world itself, to the Saviour. 
How we need to get busy about 
our Master’s business since “the 
night cometh, when no man can 
work” (John 9:4). 

REMINDER. TO AMERICA: 
“For the nation and kingdom that 
will not serve thee shall perish; 
yea, those nations shall be utterly 
wasted’ (Isa. 60:12). 

a a * 
God Help the Episcopalians! 

An Episcopalian minister from 

(Continued on page 3) 


Tabernacle, Rev. E. S. McVety, 
pastor, and other brethren. It was 
also a joy to speak to the annual 
Christmas rally of Youth for 
Christ in the civic auditorium, 
with over 2,000 present; at the 
Mennonite Brethren College; at 
Winnipeg Bible Institute; to the 
Evangelical Ministers Association; 
and to a meeting of the Protes- 
tant League in Grant Memorial 
Church. 


Radio Broadcast on Some 19 
Stations Begins in 
January. Pray! 


God has led us to begin a week- 
ly half-hour radio broadcast on 
about nineteen stations in January, 
and we will try to get in a radio 
log of the stations and hours of 
broadcasts in this paper. 


This broadcast should cost us 
over $40,000 a year, or perhaps 
$4,000 a month. It is a step of 
faith. In every area, a few good 
Christians who are _ burdened 
about getting out the Gospel could 
guarantee the actual broadcasting 
expense of “The Voice of Revival,”’ 
speaker, Evangelist John R. Rice, 
with the Voice of Revival Choir, 
and do great good. We beg you 
to pray, and if you can, to give 
regularly to this gospel cause. 


Wonderful Blessings Ahead 
for SWORD Readers 


We are now examining the flood 
of evangelistic sermons’ which 
came in our annual sermon con- 
test, which closed Decemnper 1. 
Awards totaling some $1,600 will 
be given for the ten prize win- 
ners, Others which are counted 
good enough for use in THE Sworp 
OF THE LorD will be purchased. So 
in 1959 THE SWORD OF THE LORD 
will again publish the greatest 
evangelistic sermons published in 
this generation, as we have done 
in the past! 


We hope to have an extended 
period of revival through THE 
SWORD OF THE LORD, with definite 
plans for soul winning and for 
making soul winners. We have a 
wonderful series of articles for 
young people in mind, which are 
already at hand. We expect THE 
SWORD OF THE LorRD to carry regu- 
larly answers to Bible questions, 
reports on revivals, as well as the 
regular feature, “Incidents and II- 
lustrations” for preachers and 
teachers, as given by Contribut- 
ing Editor Evangelist Robert L. 
Sumner. Bible crossword puzzles 
for the year are planned, and we 
expect to spend $15,000 for the 


bs] 


puzzles, the plates, the salaries, 
the books and Bibles given to bless 
those who rejoice in this very 
popular feature. We intend to 
faithfully defend the faith and 
maintain the doctrinal position 
which has been stated on the front 
page of every issue of THE SworD 
OF THE Lorp for twenty-four 
years. We expect to publish three 
full-length sermons and Bible 
studies each week by the greatest 
preachers living and dead. 

Great things are planned for the 
year ahead. Be sure to renew your 
subscription now and do not miss 
them. 


North Carolina, Here 
We Come! 


We trust many will come to the 
big Sword of the Lord conferences 
in North Carolina the following 
dates. 

January 11-14, at Winston- 
Salem, sponsored by Salem Bap- 
tist Church, Piedmont Bible Col- 
lege, Urban Street Baptist Church, 
and Faith Baptist Tabernacle, 
Services Sunday afternoon and 
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday 
mornings and evenings at the Sas 
lem Baptist Church auditorium. 

January 13-16, Tuesday through 
Friday, at Durham, North Caro- 
lina, at a large auditorium to be 
announced. Sponsored by mora 
than a dozen pastors and church- 
es, 

January 15-18, at Wilson, North 
Carolina, in the Legion Hall, spon- 
sored by many local pastors and 
churches. 

Weekday _ services’ __ beginning 
9:30 in the morning, 6:45 each 
evening. 

Speakers .will include Dr. Tom 
Malone, Pontiac, Michigan; Dr. 
Bob Jones, Sr.; Dr. Bill Rice, 
evangelist, Murfreesboro, Tennes- 
see; Evangelist Walter Handford; 
and Evangelist John R. Rice. 

Luncheon will be served to min- 
isters and Christian workers on 
Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday 
at Winston-Salem. Free rooms are 
available for out-of-town pastors 
and wives in Winston-Salem. 
Write Rev. G. Elmo Renegar, Pas- 
tor, Urban Street Baptist Church, 
Winston-Salem, North Carolina, 
for free rooms for ministers in 
the homes of people, 

Wonderful music is planned. 
The fellowship will be tremendous. 
Hundreds of preachers, Christian 
workers, and lay Christians should 
by all means attend one or more 
of these great conferences in 
North Carolina. Only two weeks 
away. Make plans now! 
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Page Three 


New Radio Broadcast Started 


By Evangelist Walt Handford, Assistant Editor 


Last night I saw a radio broad- 
cast born! 


I suppose there is nothing par- 
ticularly spectacular about twenty 
people assembled in a very plain 
recording studio as we recorded 
a tape for the first half-hour 
broadcast: There was no great 
revival crowd to inspire us. But 
the program itself was so thrill- 
ing that one of the basses in the 
choir sang “Give Me a Passion for 
Souls” with tears in his eyes. An- 
other choir member, a_ college 
senior, felt he would have to study 
his class assignments during the 
preaching portion. But the mes- 
Sage was so interesting that he 
listened attentively and forgot his 
study. 

To me the recording session was 
an exciting two hours, since I ex- 
pect the broadcast to grow into an 
important world-wide ministry 
very soon. 

The new program is entitled, 
“The Voice of Revival,” a_ half- 
hour broadcast featuring Dr. John 
R. Rice with an aggressive, power- 
ful revival message each week. 
The five Rice girls who live in 
Wheaton all have a part, together 
with a revival choir organized 
especially for the broadcast. Grace 
Rice MacMullen plans and directs 
the music, and tremendous, heart- 
moving, revival music it is. 

“The Voice of Revival” will be 
aired each Sunday, beginning 
January 4, 1959, over nineteen 
stations in many sections of the 
country. A radio log of stations 
and times appears below. 

There are a number of reasons 
why many of us believe Dr. Rice 
should be on the radio in addition 
to his many other duties. He is 


a profound yet simple Bible teach- 
er. In my opinion, no other living 
man has the mastery of the Eng- 
lish Bible as does Dr. Rice. But 
his message doesn’t run simply to 
some unimportant technical de- 
tails of Scripture. Rather Dr. 
Rice’s message is always basic and 
intensely practical. 

Then Dr. Rice has a pungent, 
listenable style ideally suited to 


radio. His voice is excellent and| 


his delivery is powerful and con- 
vinecing. Dr. Rice is no newcomer 
to radio. He started back in the 
days of the crystal set and ear- 
phones. For years he had a daily 
radio broadcast in Dallas, Texas. 
More recently he has made two 
or three 15-minute broadcast tapes 
a week for use on Station WMUU 
at Bob Jones University in Green- 
ville, South Carolina, and other 
stations. The new broadcast will 
require very little more of Dr. 
Rice’s time than did the other 
broadcasts he was already doing. 

The need in America for such 
a broadcast is tremendous. Our 
nation is on the brink of moral 
and spiritual disaster. Nothing but 
a Heaven-sent revival can save us 
from ruin. Our churches need re- 
viving and Christians need to be 
stirred to win souls as never be- 
fore, Dr. Rice, with his long years 
of experience in city-wide revival 
work,-his touch with the common 
people, and his’ Spirit-filled 
preaching, is needed today to help 
bring this desperately-needed re- 
vival. By means of radio this mes- 
sage can be sent to vast areas 
quickly. Radio is a great deal 
more personal than simply a print- 
ed sermon. Many people wilh listen 


Hear Dr. John R. Rice 


- on The Voice of Revival 
on These Radio Stations Each Sunday 


State Town Station Frequency Time 
(each Sunday) 
Calif. Los Angeles ....ee+. eto be announced. ...ccevee 
Colo. Denver KLIR 990 KC 7:30 am MST 
Ga. Toccoa WLET 1420 KC 8:00 am EST 
Kan. Newton KJRG (FM) 9:30 pm CST 
Mich Detroit CKLW 800 KC 2:30 pm EST 
ej Grand Rapids WFUR 1570 KC 9:30 am EST 
” Muskegan WMUS 1090 KC 2:30 pm EST 
Mo. Springfield KWTO 560 KC 2:00 pm CST 
Nebr. Columbus KJSK 900 KC to be announced 
Okla. Tulsa KVOO 1170 KC és 
Pa. Montrose WPEL 1250 KC 1:30 pm EST 
So. Car. Greenville WMUU 1260KC | 4:30 pm EST 
Tenn. Chattanooga WAPO 1150KC  ~ 7:00 pm EST 
Texas Dallas WFAA $20 KC to be announced 
3 Longview KLTI 1280 KC 8:00 am CST 
Wash, Seattle KGDN 630 KC 7:30 am PST 


» 


7 


Zinzendorf testified that he 
owed much of his religious fervor 
to: the casual sight of a picture of 
the crucifixion with the simple 
inscription at the bottom: “All 
this for thee; how much for me?” 


— Selected. 
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to the broadcast who would not 
take time to sit down and read 
a. Bible message. Although there 
are many other apes broadcasts, 
no other broadcast is doing quite 
What we believe our nation needs 
in a fervent appeal for revival. 


A Venture of Faith 


This whole radio ministry is a 
big step of faith for us. We will 
be signing contracts obligating 
ourselves for over $40,000 for 
radio-station time alone this com- 
ing year. We don’t have a single 
penny on hand to start such a 
project. My heart was in my 
mouth the other day when I con- 
sidered the tremendous financial 
responsibility involved in this new 
venture. 

Experienced radio people tell us 
that it will be at least a year be- 
fore we can hope to get enough in 
gifts each week from the listeners 
to pay for the radio time. This 
means that we need the help of 
thousands of friends who read 
THE Sworp and are “sold” on the 
need in America for Dr. Rice’s im- 
portant ministry. We will need 
over $900 a week at least to get 
this program launched. 


Can we count on you to help us 
regularly with your gifts? We 
are doing all we can, but will need 
your earnest support. I believe 
this weekly radio program is the 
greatest single advance in the 
mimistry of Dr. Rice and THE 
SworD OF THE LORD in _ recent 
years. Will you join hands with us 
to make it a success? 


Here is a coupon I want you to 
sign and return to us if you feel 
led of the Lord to have a part in 
this new radio broadcast, ‘The 
Voice of Revival.” Dr. Rice will 
be encouraged to know of your in- 
terest in this new venture of faith. 
We will send you a pack of calen- 
dar envelopes to help you give 
regularly. 


, Radio Partner C oupon 


Dr. John R. Rice 
Box 420 
Wheaton, Illinois 


Dear Dr. Rice: 

I want to be a partner with you 
in your new broadcast, “The 
Voice of Revival.” I will pray 
regularly that God will use it. 


1, I enclose 3... now to help 
in the radio expense. 


2. As God enables me, I will 


send $.o...— per month to help. 
Name 

Address 
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Kids Korner 


(Continued from page 2) 


angry and talk mean to others. 
Even if someone does something 
wrong to us or doesn’t talk nice to 
us, we are to be kind and forgiv- 
ing. Why? . . . Because God has 
forgiven us of our sins for Jesus’ 
sake. 


Another resolution some of you 
might make is to read the Bible 
every day. You who have joined 
the Sword-Bearers Club have al- 
ready done that, and I hope many 
others will decide to do that and 
join the club. If you will take time 
each day to read at least a chap- 
ter, and pray, asking forgiveness 
for your sins and help for the day, 
I know that will help you grow 
into a strong Christian, and will 
also help you Keep the other reso- 
lutions you make! If you will hon- 
estly resolve to read a chapter in 
the Bible and pray each day, then 
make that pledge, sign your name 
and address, enclose 25c for the 
beautiful gold sword membership 
pin, and mail to Aunt Joy, Kids 
Korner, Box 420, Wheaton, Ili- 
nois. 


Be. sure to take time to think 
and pray about what resolutions 
YOU ought to make this year. 
Maybe you would like to make 


some of the resolutions listed be- 
low. I have left space at the bot- 
tom for you to add some resolu- 
tions of your own. Then you can 


MY RESOLUTIONS FOR 1959 


cut out the list, sign your name 
and the date, and hang the list in 
your room as a reminder of the 
resolutions you have made. 


I 

I 

| 

1 

. [] 1. If I have never trusted Christ before, I here and now 
" take Him as my Saviour. 

i 

or 

1 

[] 2. I am already a Christian, but I want to give myself to the 
" Lord again, and will try to put Him first in my life this 
year. 

' 

' (© 3. I will try to be more help at home. I will be obedient to 
. my parents and do my work cheerfully. 

[] 4. I will try to be kind and thoughtful. I will forgive those 
who are not nice to me, by God’s help. 

i 

' [{] 5. I will set out to read at least one chapter in the Bible 
; each day. I will take time to pray each day. 

1 

1 

OTHER RESOLUTIONS 

i 

i 

i 6. ae 

i 

1 

, 
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i ‘Signed 

i . 

Date 


Free Until 
January 12! 


(Continued from page 1) 


God a “Dirty Bully’? and Other 
Sensational Sermons. 

For Canadian and foreign sub- 
scriptions, add 50c per year addi- 


tional, which we must pay for ex- | 


tra postage. 

A man who had lived a life of 
sin and crime writes, fervently 
wishing the book had fallen into 
his hands years ago to save him 
from a life of sin. 

A pastor’s wife writes rejoicing, 
thanking God that she ean give 
the book as a Christmas present to 
her husband. 


These Seven Sensational 
Sermons 


Here are the chapter titles of 
this beautiful, library-bound vol- 
ume of 202 pages. 

1. Is God a “Dirty Bully’? An 
answer to Bishop Oxnam’s charge 
that the God of the Old Testa- 
ment who punished sin is a “dirty 
bully.” 

2. The Kidnapping and Murder 
of Bobby Greenlease. How crime 
illustrates the enslavement of 
covetousness, the _ futility’ of 
wealth, the wages of sin. 


3. The Electrocution of Ray- 
mond Hamilton, Murderer. As 
preached in Dallas, Texas, after 
the desperado’s death, with 
twenty-two professions of faith 
that night. 


4. Healers Die, Too! Preached 
upon the death, at thirty-seven 
years of age, of Jack Coe, nation- 
ally known “healing evangelist,” 
showing the Bible truths related 
to healing of the body. 

o. Sermon From a Catholic Bi- 
ble. As preached with many, many 
Scriptures in the Chicago Arena 
during city-wide campaign when 
many found Christ. 

6. Negro and White. The prob- 
lem of desegregation, relations of 
the races, an appeal for modera- 
tion and Christian forbearance, 


full of facts. 


7. How a Devil-Possessed For- 
tuneteller Got Two Preachers in 
Jail and What Came of It. Bible 
teaching on fortunetelling, spirit- 
ism, cost of faithfulness, and the 
plan of salvation. 

You may buy this book for 
$2.50, but would you not rather 
get it absolutely free now by rush- 
ing subscriptions to THE Sworp? 

Be sure to give names and ad- 
dresses for the subscriptions very 
carefully and completely. Say 
where you want the free premium 
book sent. And remember that for 
every gift of $3.00 or more to our 
Ministers and Missionary Sub- 
scription Gift Fund, you get a free 
copy of this thrilling book. 


We Count on Friends of THE 
SWORD, Friends of Christ 
and the Bible 


We beg every subscriber who 
can do so, renew your own sub- 
scription now while you can save 
money and get the free premium 
book. And you will be doing us 
a favor to renew now. 

And the Gospel must be spread 
by those who believe the Gospel. 
Only by the sacrificial and loving 


Incidents and 
Illustrations 


(Continued from page 2) 


Mount Dora, Florida, recently ad- 
dressed the National Licensed 
Beverage Association’s conven- 
tion at Atlantic City, New Jersey. 
As unbelievable as it might seem, 
this sad speciman of the minis- 
try, Rev. John F. Mangrum, told 
the tavern boys they were victims 
of “Puritanism” which had lowe 
ered them to “second class citi- 
zens” in the mind of the public. 
The Associated Press quoted him 
—a preacher, ‘not a bartender—as 
saying, “Quit being ashamed and 
embarrassed by your business, 
Dont hide behind the scorn of the 
professional drys. You have let 
them shrink you inte a gigantic 
inferiority complex -tgain and 
again.” His suggestion for.the bot- 
tle boys: go join the church! 

I fully realize that the irrespon- 
sible statement of one man who is 
derelict in his duty should not 
bring reproach on an entire de- 
nomination and perhaps some will 
write me indignant letters for 
titling this incident, “God Help 
the Episcopalians!” However, be- 
fore you bother to buy a four cent 
stamp, let me remind you that 
this man was only speaking in the 
language approved by his denomi- 
nation at their annual convention 
held earlier this year in southern 


Florida, At that time they went 


on record as officially favoring al- 
cohol in moderation. 

Yes, God help the Episcopal- 
ians! 


Evangelist Sumner can be seen and heard? 


December 28-January 11: 
Southside Baptist Church 
Commerce & Orange Streets 
Sebring, Florida 

January 12-25: 


First Baptist Church at West 
Holly wood 
Hollywood, Florida 
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lll praise my Maker with 
breath, 

And when my voice is lost in death, 

Praise shall employ my _ nobler 
powers. 


ny 


—Selected 


and prayerful giving and going 
of God’s people can the Gospel be 
spread. Will you send THE Sworp 
OF THE LorpD to people who need 
it? 

Some of us here at the Sword 
of the Lord office with love and 
prayer and sacrifice are doing all 
we can to get out the Gospel, to 
stir revival fires, to defend the 
faith. Whatever reproach there 
is in being a Bible-believing fun- 
damentalist, standing up for the 
great fundamentals of the Chris- 
tian faith, pressing for scriptural 
evangelism, with love for all and 
without compromise, we gladly 
bear. Those who are for this plain 
stand ought to show it by faith- 
fully helping now. We beg you, 
send your own renewal subscrip- 
tion and send subscriptions for 
others. 

Address THE SWORD OF THE 
LORD, Box 420, Wheaton, Illinois. 

OFFER CLOSES MIDNIGHT, 
JANUARY 12! HURRY! 


ee ee 


We have just received a letter 


with a check from a Christian 
businessman who is a former stu- 
dent of Bob Jones University. I 
quote from this letter. “Dr. Bob, 
I appreciate Bob Jones University’s 
stand in the face of the onrushing 
flood of satanic influence, Let me 
encourage you by saying there are 
hundreds of Christian — business- 
men across America who are be- 
hind you and your stand for truth. 
I know this personally, because of 
my national contacts in the circle 
in which I have been privileged 
to move for the past four years. I 
find that the sincere, Christian, 
thinking businessmen today real- 


ize the dangers we are facing.” 
We believe that God called Bob 
Jones University into existence to 
do a special job that needs to be 
done today. Piease pray for us; 
and if you have any of the Lord’s 
money you would like to invest in 
the type work Bob Jones Uni- 
versity is doing, we will promise 
you We will use the money care- 
fully and prayerfully so that it 
will do the most good possible to 
the most people possible. Thank 
you, and God bless you. 
BOB JONES, FOUNDER 
BOB JONES UNIVERSITY 
GREENVILLE, 8. C. 
(Advertisement) 
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/) New Year Wishes 


What shall I wish thee, dear friend, 
As you enter another year? 

A life all free from sorrow, 
With never a pain or fear? 


A path all strewn with roses 

With never a prickly thorn 
With all of joy to gladden 

And naught to make thee mourn? 


Nay, then thou'lt lose the blessing 
That comes with sorrow’s hour, 

Thou then wouldst lose the comfort 
Of Christ’s own mighty power. 


Oft in the deepest trial 
The richest blessings come, 
And pain but leads us upward 
‘Toward our heavenly home. 


So I will leave thy future 
In His all-loving hand, 


With Him will leave the mysteries 


We cannot understand. 


Content that He will lead thee 
The way that’s always right, 


The roughest path but brings thee 


To His own glory light. 


I know that He will give thee 
His own deep joy and rest, 

I know that He will send thee 
All that is wise and best, 


So I will only wish thee 
Just His own perfect will, 
His own great love and blessing 
Thine inmost soul to fill. 


Yet “more and more’ of glory 


Until the goal is won, 


And in His Royal Presence 


Eternity’s begun. 
—E. M. U. 
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What Will Happen in 1959? 


(Continued from page 1) 


marriage. That is not wrong. And 
they didn’t know about the flood 
until it came suddenly. Instead of 
these things being a sign so we 
can know when Jesus will come, 
the plain opposite is taught, that 
when Jesus comes nobody is go- 
ing to know. It will be the ordi- 
nary, routine course of life, day 
by day the same. 


Now will you notice, then, that 
according to the pattern here, 
when Jesus comes it will be as it 
was in the days of Noah. They 
ate, they drank, they married, 
they gave in marriage and they 
didn’t know, they had no warn- 
ing about a great flood that would 
come suddenly and destroy them. 
I think Noah had told them about 
a flood, but he didn’t know when 
it would come, and they didn’t 
know when. it would come. So 
when Jesus comes, some will be 
called out to meet God unexpect- 
edly and suddenly. 


The same thing was true, we 
are told, about Sodom and Go- 
morrah: 


“Likewise also as it was in the 
days of Lot; they did eat, they 
drank, they bought, they sold, 
they planted, they builded; But 
the same day that Lot went out 
of Sodom it rained fire and brim- 
stone from heaven, and destroyed 
them all. Even thus shall it be in 
the day when the Son of man is 
revealed.” 

Notice again that Lot found 
down in Sodom that people car- 
ried on the same routine stand- 
ards. They went on with their 
everyday business. They ate, they 
drank, they bought, they sold, 
they planted, they builded. Is 
there anything wrong with plant- 
ing crops, and building houses, 
and buying, and selling, and hav- 
ing regular meals, and sleeping in 
beds? No! No! But this is the 
ordinary natural course of life 
which people take, ignoring the 
threat of death, ignoring the pos- 
sible coming of Jesus, as it was 
in the days of Noah and as it was 
in the days of Lot. I say in 1959, 
then, Jesus may come. But if He 
comes He will find people eating 
and drinking, marrying and giving 
in marriage, planting and build- 
ing, buying and selling—going on 
in everyday life just as_ before. 
So that is the pattern here clearly 
expected for all the future, in- 
cluding 1959. 

So now let me say this: We 
do net know that Jesus will come 
in 1959, but He may do so. If 
He comes, it will be unexpected. 
If Jesus comes in 1959, that will 
be blessed, but it will be a sur- 
prise, because “in such an hour 
as ye think not the Son of man 
cometh.” No one knows the day 
or the hour, so the Scripture has 
plainly said. 


2. In 1959 No Atomic Ex- 
plosion Will Wipe Out This 
World; No Change in Hu- 
man Civilization. 

Let us notice further. In 1959 
then, life on the human plane will 
go on the same, and will until the 
end, Mankind is not going to be 
wiped out by great atomic ex- 
plosions and the nuclear war. I 
am so tired of all these people 
thinking the Bible is now out of 


date and thinking now everything 
has gone to pot, so there is no 
use of making plans for the fu- 
ture. God has His hand on this 
universe. “Man proposes, but God 
disposes.” 

The people who built the Tower 
of Babel to reach to Heaven and 
thought they could thwart God 
and not have any more destruc- 
tion by floods and such matters 
—how foolish they were! God has 
ways to put to nought the ma- 
chinations of men and plans of 
men. 


But this year you say, “Don’t 
you suppose that now the whole 
world will fall to pieces?” No, I 
do not. People will go on buying 
and selling, eating and drinking, 
marrying and giving in marriage, 
planting and building as they did 
in the days of Noah, and as they 
did in the days of Lot. The plan 
is the same. Mankind is no dif- 
ferent. 


Somebody asks, “Brother Rice, 
isn’t it getting hard to have re- 
vivals?”. No, it has always been 
hard to have revivals. 

You say, “Brother Rice, there 
are some people these days who 
won't listen.” But in all ages 
there have been people who 
wouldn't listen. 

But you say, “Some people who 
claim to be Christians these days 
show no evidence of regeneration.” 
Yes, that is the way it was when 
Judas joined the party of Jesus 
too, and was one of the apostles. 
That is the way it was in the 
days of the apostles when Paul 
said to the elders of Ephesus in 
Acts, chapter 20, “Of your own 
selves, some of you preachers will 
lead away sheep from the flock 
and come as wolves to the fold.” 
You see, it always has been true. 
The ordinary course of events will 
continue in 1959. 

I had a letter the other day 
from a young woman, thirty-one, 
who said, “I want to ask you a 
question. I have met a young man 
whom I love; yet I wonder, with 
the world sitting on a powder keg, 
should people marry and have 
children?” She continued, “I have 
such a horror of being left a 
widow with little children to look 
after, and fear the trouble people 
have in such times of war.” 

I wrote back, “There will be 
no trouble but what comes in the 
will of God. It will still be true 
‘that all things work together for 
good to them that love God.’ ”’ 

You don’t have to see all the 
future. The future is left with 
God. As someone has well said, 
“I do not know what the future 
holds, but I know who holds the 
future.” Thank God, He is going 
to look after His own. 


3. God’s Promises, God’s Pro- 
gram, God’s Power Are 
Unchanged in 1959 


That means that in the future 
everything that God has ever said 
is still true. All the promises are 
still “yea and amen.” God still an- 


swers prayer. Your labor is not in| ;, 


vain in the Lord. If you sow, you 
will reap. Don’t be weary in well 
doing because you may be startled 
or discouraged by some events 
that are reported in the news- 
papers. The truth is, God has His 


hand on the world. And _ while 
men go on in sin and the world 
has little room for God, God still 
allows people to go only so far. 


Life will go on the same. The 
human race will not be blotted 
out by a nuclear war. There may 
be war—there has been before. 
There may be poverty and de- 
pression—there have been before. 
Some people die—they do every 
year, every week, every month, 
every day. And disaster and trou- 
ble and accidents will come to 
some—it always has been so; but 
life will go on the same. People 
will eat and drink, marry and give 
in marriage. People will plant and 
build as they have before. And so 
Wwe can expect this course of af- 
fairs to go on, 


But thank God, the Gospel is 
the same. It is still true that 
“whosoever shall call upon the 
name of the Lord shall be saved” 
(Rom. 10:13). It is still true that 
“whatsoever ye shall ask of the 
Father in my name, he may give 
it you” (John 15:16). It is still 
true that as you sow, you will 
reap. “He that goeth forth and 
weepeth, bearing precious seed, 
shall doubtless come again with 
rejoicing, bringing his’ sheaves 
with him” (Ps. 126:6). It is still 
true we have the command to 
take the Gospel to every creature 
—not only in the foreign fields, 
but to every creature in your 
community, in your home, your 
family, in your area, and then, of 
course, to the uttermost parts of 
the world. But the Great Com- 
mission still exists. And with it is 
still the same promise of Jesus, 
“And, lo, I am with you alway, 
even unto the end of the world” 
(Matt. 28:20). Thank God for 
that! 

Now there are some things that 
are certain for 1959. One thing’ is 
that God will still be responsible 
for His Word. God will still be 
in charge of things. Thank God, 
for Christians there need be no 
fret, but a glad facing of the fu- 
ture. 

If you are right with God, if 
you_put. your trust in Him, if 
your soul has been saved, if your 
sins have been forgiven, you need 
have no fears about the future. 
You can say, as did Jesus, ‘“Take 
no thought, saying, What shall we 


eat? or, What shall we drink? or, 


Wherewithal shall we be clothed? 
For after all these things do the 
Gentiles seek” (Matt. 6:31, 32). 
That is, heathen people worry 
about the future, but Christians 
need not do so. In 1959 God will 
care for His own. That is one 
thing certain. In 1959 God will 
still be concerned to save sinners, 
and “whosoever will, let him take 
the water of life freely” (Rev. 22: 
17). 

In 1959 God still wants us to 
carry the Gospel to sinners ev- 
erywhere. 

Now, then, what will come in 
1959? 


4, Death Will Come for Some 
in 1959 


Well, first of all, you may die. 
People who seem sound and well 
now will soon die. Somebody now 
in the very bloom of health will 
be cut down in a sudden accident, 
or heart failure, or a stroke. A 
little brain capillary will break, 
a little blood vessel will break 
in a certain part of the area, the 
brain will have pressure, and there 
will be paralysis, then perhaps 
death to somebody who hears me 
today. 

Somebody will drive out in this 
holiday season and be crashed in- 
to by some drunken driver, or will 
drive too fast and will make a 
turn too fast, or some other way 
there will be an accident and life 
will come to a sudden and jarring 
halt. There will be the scream 
of brakes, then the crash of torn 
metal and the wail of an ambu- 
lance siren. Then there will be 
white-robed nurses and the smell 
of the anesthetic and _ doctors 
working over you, then you will 
go out to meet God. Somebody 
who hears me now will die in 
1959. 

Or somebody now has the germs 
of cancer. You do not know it, but 
somewhere, in a sore, or some- 
where—it may be from a stomach 


ulcer; it may be in the lungs from 


tobacco irritation; it may be on 
the lips from a pipe; it may be 
in the breast or womb; it may be 
in some of the hidden organs— 
that a cancer begins and before 
this year is gone you will go out 
to meet God. I do not know. 
While I was down in Winston- 
Salem I went to see a lovely 
Christian woman who lay sick in 


her bed. The doctors had plainly 
‘said, “It has gone too far. You 
won’t be here long.” I talked and 
had prayer with her. She loved 
the Lord, she hated to leave her 
little family. Since then she has 
gone out to meet God and has 
left a brokenhearted husband, a 
noble Christian man, and little 
children. 

I say, somebody will die, now. 
It won’t be long until those rav- 
ages will appear. It may be from 
a stroke, or it may be from fail- 
ure of the heart, or it may be 
some sudden infection—I do not 
know. But I am saying that some 
will die in 1959. 


5. Jesus May Come in 1959 


What else may happen this 
year? Jesus may come. Oh, come, 
Lord Jesus! Come, Lord Jesus! 
Jesus may come. I do not think 
there are any signs by which we 
can tell. I do not think God in- 
tended for anybody to know. He 
plainly says nobody knows the day 
or the hour; but oh, the glad 
truth—Jesus may come before 
this year is gone, maybe before 
another day, maybe before an- 
other sun ever rises or sets. It 
may be before I eat another meal; 
it may be before you hear another 
sermon, Jesus will come. Oh, “in 
such an hour as ye think not 
the Son of man cometh.” 

Jesus may come. I would say 
this: “I am going to get ready for 
1959. I am going to put my trust 
in the Lord Jesus and be sure I 
am saved; then I will commit my 
life to Him and will be ready for 
whatever He plans for me in 
1959.” 
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Founded by C. I. Scofield, D.D., in 1890 
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free literature, write to 
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American Board of Missions 
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American Mission to Greeks 
Rey. Spiros Zodhiates, General Secretary 


233 West 42nd Street New York 36, N.Y. 


Principal source of support for Evangelical 
Christian cause in Greece—-Scripture distri- 
bution, Day School, Orphanage, Bible In- 
stitute, Evangelical publishers and printers, 


bookstore, newspaper evangelism, mission- 
aries, radio, relief. 
Color sound film: ““Man of Macedonia.” 
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MISSIONARY AND RELIEF 
SOCIETY, INC. 


needs your help to maintain its ministry 
to Jews in physical and spiritual need in 


| this country and in India, Israel and Eur- 


ope through our 25 missionaries. To pray 
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There is an old story which tells of an Italian duke who went 
on board a galley ship. As he passed the crew of slaves he asked 
several of them what their offenses were. Every one laid the blame 
to someone else, saying his brother was to blame or the judge was 
bribed. One sturdy young fellow said: “My lord, I am justly in 
here. I wanted money and I stole it. No one is to blame but myself.” 
The duke on hearing this seized him by the shoulder, saying, “You 
rogue! What are you doing here among so many honest men? Get 
you out of their company!” ‘The young fellow was then set at liberty, 
while the rest were left to tug at the oars. 


—Spurgeon. 


Last Sermon 


(Continued from page 1) 


an account of our stewardship; 
and, lastly, we will consider the 
weighty reason in the text, which 
will come with force to each of us 
sooner or later: ‘“‘Thou mayest be 
no longer steward.” 


The Reasonable Demand 


First, then, let us consider this 
REASONABLE DEMAND, and let each 
one of us try to comply with it: 
“Give an account of thy steward- 
ship.” Thou man of God, thou 
Christless soul, thou aged man, 
thou young sister, “give an ac- 
count of thy stewardship.” 


First, give an account of the 
stewardship of THY TIME. 


How hast thou spent it? Have 
not many hours been allowed to 
run to waste, or worse than waste, 
in. frivolity and sin? Hast thou 
lived as a dying man should live? 
Hast thou employed thine hours 
as remembering that they are 
very few, and more precious than 
the diamonds in an emperor’s 
crown? What about thy time? 
Has there not been much of it 
spent in indolence, in frothy talk, 
or that did not minister to edifica- 
tion? 

Thou needest not accuse thy- 
self for time spent in lawful 
recreation that may sustain thy 
body, and fit it better for the 
Lord’s service. It is well that thou 
shouldst have such recreation; but 
how much time is utterly wasted 
by some people, neither used for 
the good of this world, nor of that 
which is to come, but wholly frit- 
tered away in the service of sin, 
and self, and Satan! 

Where, for instance, did some 
of you spend yesterday, and how 
did you employ its precious hours? 
I will but bring that one day to 
your remembrance: was it a well- 
spent day? Is that hour well spent 
that is passed in the company of 
drunkards? Call you that day 
well spent that is given up to 
riotings, or that night that is de- 
filed with wantonness? I charge 
you now to answer this question. 


For every moment that God has} 


lent to you, he will ask for an ac- 
count of what you did with it. 

“Gwe an account of thy stew- 
ardsiup,”: nect, as to THY 
TALENTS. 

We all vary in our natural gifts 
and in our acquirements. One has 
the tongue of eloquence; another 
has the pen of a ready writer; 
a third has the artistic eye that 
discerns beauty. But, whichever 
of these gifts we may have, they 
belong to God and ought to be 
‘used in His service. Some haye 
only such gifts as qualify them to 
earn their daily bread by manual 
labour. They have but little men- 
tal power; yet for that little they 
must give an account, and also 
for the physical strength with 
which God has blessed them. 

There is no person here without 
a talent of some sort or other; 
there is no one individual here 
without some form of power eith- 
er given by nature or acquired by 
education. We are all endowed in 
some degree or other, and we 
must each one give an account for 
that talent. What an account must 
some give, who have been en- 
dowed with ten talents, but have 
wasted them all! What must be 
the account rendered by a Na- 
. poleon? What must be the reckon- 
ing given in by a Voltaire, with 
all the splendour of his intellect 
laid at the feet of Satan, and 
desecrated to the damnation of 
mankind? 

Yet, while you think of these 
great ones of the earth, do not 
forget yourselves. What has been 
your special gift? You can speak 
well enough in some companies; 
have you ever spoken for Christ? 
You can write well, you judge 


that you have no mean gift in 
that direction; has your pen never 
written a line that will bring your 
fellow-men to the service of the 
Saviour? 


Next, gvve an account of THY 
SUBSTANCE. 


We vary greatly as to our tem- 
poral circumstances. I suppose 
there are a few present to whom 
God has entrusted great wealth, 
more to whom He has given con- 
siderable substance, and that to 
most of us He has given some- 
what more than is_ absolutely 
necessary for our actual wants. 
But whether it is much or little, 
we must give an account for it all. 
I do not know what some rich pro- 
fessors will have to say concerh- 
ing that which they give to the 
cause of God. It is no tithe of 
their substance; nay, it is, as it 
were, but the cheese-parings, and 
the candle-ends, and these they 
only give for the sake of appear- 
ance, because it would not look 
respectable if they were altogeth- 
er to withhold them. The church’s 
coffers could never. be so empty 
as they are if it were not that 
some of the stewards in the church 
are not faithful to their trust. 

It is very sad to think of some 
of the great men in Our own coun- 
try who have incomes which, in a 
single month, would furnish a 
competent support for an entire 
family during their whole lives. 
I wonder what sort of reckoning 
theirs will be when they have to 
give an account of hundreds of 
thousands or even millions of 
pounds. With some of them, all 
that they can say will be, ‘So 
much lost on the race-course; so 
mueh spent upon a paramour; so 
much paid for diamonds; so much 
squandered in this form of waste; 
and so much in that.” But for the 
poor and needy who are perishing 
in our streets, the multitudes who 
crave even necessary bread, some 
of them have done nothing at all. 
There are grand exceptions, names 
that shall live as long as phi- 
lanthropy is prized amongst man- 
kind; but the exceptions are so 
terribly few, that when the rich 
men of England are indicted at 
the bar of God, as they certainly 
will be, the account of their stew- 
ardship will be a truly terrible 
one. 

Yet what are you, and what am 
I, to judge thus, if we cannot say 
that we have been faithful with 
our little? I ask you if you have, 
and I pray you to make a reck- 
oning in your mind now of your 
stewardship of the gold, or the 
silver, or the copper, with which 
God has entrusted you. 

We must ‘give an account, in the 
next place, of OUR INFLUENCE. 

Everybody has some kind of in- 
fluence, The mother who never 
leaves the nursery has a wondrous 
influence over those little chil- 
dren of hers, though no neighbour 
feels the force of her influence, 
and no one but her own little ones 
are affected by her faithfulness. 
And who knows but that she is 
pressing to her bosom perhaps a 


Whitefield, who will thunder out. 


the Gospel through the length 
and breadth of the land; or per- 
haps, on the other hand, an infidel, 
whose dreadful blasphemies shall 
ruin multitudes? There is an in- 
fluence that the mother has for 
which she must give an account 
to God. 


And the father’s influence,—oh! 
fathers, you cannot shake off your 
obligations to your children by 
sending them to school, whether 
to a Sunday School or a boarding- 
school. They are your children, 
and you must give an account of 
your stewardship concerning your 
own offspring. 

Ay, and even the nurse girl, 
though she seems of small note 
in the commonwealth, yet she also 
has an influence over her little 
charge which she must use for 
Christ, 


Not only he who thrills a senate 
with his oratory, but he also who 
speaks a word from the carpen- 
ter’s bench—each has his influ- 
ence, and each must use it and 
give an account of it; not merely 
the man who, by refusing to lend 
his millions, could prevent the 
horrors of war, but the man who 
with a smile might help to laugh 
at sin or with a word of rebuke 
might show that he abhorred it. 
There is no one of you without 
influence, and I ask you now how 
you have used it. Has it always 
been on the side of the Lord? 
“Give an account of thy steward- 
ship,” for that influence will not 
always last. 


We might pass on to consider 
all the other things that God 
has entrusted to us, but time 
would fail us; so I would remind 
you, with much affection, that 
the account which you will have to 
render, and which I ask you to 
render now, is not an account 
concerning other people. Oh, how 
nice it would be if we had to do 
that, would it not? With what 
gusto some would undertake the 
task if they had to give in a re- 
port upon other people’s charac- 
ters! How easily each of us can 
play the detective upon our fel- 
lows! How ready we are to say 
of this man, “Oh, yes! he gives 
away a good deal of money, but 
it is only out of ostentation,”’ or 
of that woman, “Yes, she appears 
to be a Christian, but you do 
not know her private life,” or of 
that minister of the Gospel, ‘Yes, 
he is very zealous; but he makes 
a good thing out of his ministry.”’ 


‘We like thus to reckon up our 


fellow-creatures, and our arith- 
metic is wonderfully accurate— 
at least, so we think; but when 
other people cast us up accord- 
ing to the same rule, the arith- 
metic seems terribly out of or- 
der, and we cannot believe it to 
be right. 


Ah! but at the great judgment 
we shall not be asked to give an 
account for others, neither will I 
ask any of you now to be think- 
ing about the conduct of others. 
What if others are worse than 
you are—does that make you the 
better or the less guilty? What 
if others are not all they seem to 
be. Perhaps neither are you. At 
any rate, their hypocrisy shall not 
make your pretence to be true. 
Judge yourselves, that ye be not 
judged. Let each man thrust the 
lancet into his own wound and 
see to the affairs of his own soul, 
for each one must give account 
of himself to God. 


Remember, too, that you are 
not called upon to give an account 
to others. Alas! there are many 
people who seem to live only that 
they may win the esteem of their 
fellows. There is somebody to 
whom we look up; if we do but 
have that somebody’s smile, we 
think all is well. Perhaps some 
here are broken-hearted because 
that smile has vanished and they 
have been misjudged and unjustly 
condemned. It is a small matter 
to be judged of man’s judgment; 
and who is he that judges another 
man’s servant? To his own Mas- 
ter the servant shall stand or fall, 
and not to this interloping judge. 

When the opinion of one leans 
this way, and of another goes the 
other way, when we see public 
opinion to be as _ restless and 
changing as the vane upon the 
church steeple, swinging round 
with every wind that blows, we 
may well bid defiance to it all, 
and thank God that the last bar 
is not swayed by the follies of the 
times, and that the Great Judge 
will not give His verdict accord- 
ing to the whimsies of an hour, 
but according to the rule of ab- 
solute equity. 

Yet remember that, if it be hard 
to be judged of man, it will be 
sterner still to be judged of God. 
If, weighed even in the balances 
of men, some of us are found 
wanting, how shall we bear to be 
put into the unerring scales ad- 
justed by the divine hand, to be 
adjudged by Him who cannot err, 
and to have our destiny fixed for 
all eternity, either in Heaven or 
in Hell? Recollect this, and be 
ready to give an. account of thy 
stewardship, not to thy fellow- 
creature, but to the great Creator 
and Judge of all. 

Remember also, that the ac- 
count to be rendered will be from 
every man, from every man per- 
sonally concerning himself; and 
whatever another man’s account 
may be, it will not affect him. 
Some men will not have been any 


better. than others of you have 
been; yet if you perish as they 
perish, a numerous company will 
not make Hell any the cooler, If 
some men shall have been worse 
than others of you have been, it 
certainly will not diminish your 
punishment if you know that their 
doom is heavier than your own. 


Forget, for a while, that there 
are any other men in the world, 
and stand individually and sepa- 
rately before those awful eyes 
which are searching you through 
and through, for God will judge 
each of you as if there were no 
other men to judge, and read 
your inmost heart, as if He had 
not another object to look upon. 
Give an account, then, of thy 
stewardship. 

Now let us examine 


Some Reasons Why We Should 
At Once Give An Account 
of Our Stewardship 


It was a maxim of Pythagoras 
that each of his disciples should 
every eventide give in a record of 
the actions of the day. I think it 
is well to do so; for we cannot 
too often take a retrospect of the 
past. But since, perhaps, some of 
you may have been lax in this 
duty, let me remind you that we 
have come, as it were, to the 
eventide of the year, and it seems 
to be most suitable that, before 
we cross into another year of 
grace, we should in our heart and 
conscience take stock, and give 
an account of our stewardship. 

Sit down a while, pilgrim; sit 
down a while. Here is the mile- 
stone marked with the end of 
another year; sit down upon it, 
put thine hand to thy brow and 
think, and lay thine hand upon 
thy heart, and search and see 
what is there. This last Sabbath 
evening in the year is a most fit- 
ting time for giving in this ac- 
count, and I ask you to use it in 
making up the account which you 
have to present before God; and 
if you feel unwilling to do it, I 
Shall the more earnestly press you 
to do it. 


There are no persons who so 
dislike to look into their account- 
books as those who are insolvent. 
Those who keep no books, when 
they come before the court, are 
understood to be rogues of the 
first water; and men who keep no 
mental memoranda of the past 
and bring up no recollections 
with regard to their sins, hav- 
ing tried to forget them all, may 
depend upon it that they are de- 
ceiving themselves. If you dare 
not search your hearts, I 
afraid there is a: reason for that 
fear, and that above all others 
you ought to be diligent in this 
search. 

Permit me to remind you that, 
if all should be wrong with you, 
it is best for you to know it. It 


‘is only the most reckless seaman 


who would rather not know 
whether there is a rock in the 
course that he is sailing. Are you 
like the ostrich that, having cov- 


am | 


ered its head in the sand and shut 
its eyes to the hunter, thinks it 
is all secure? I pray you, seek to 
know the worst of your case. It 
seems to me that any honest and 
sane man would want to do this. 

There is nothing a wise man 
hates more, when he is sick, than 
to have a doctor attending him, 
who will always, if he can, give 
a flattering report, but will never 
speak the truth about his patient. 
Let not your heart flatter you any 
longer, but say to it, “My soul, 
make out an honest account, see 
what and where thou art, and 
whether thou art God’s servant or 
not, doing as God would have thee 
do.” 

Believer in Christ, it will be 
well for you to make out this ac- 
count, because you will find that 
it will help you to prize your 
Saviour more, I never look into 
my own heart without first feel- 
ing shame, and afterwards feel- 
ing greater love to Him who has 
eternally loved such a sinner as 
I am. I am sure it will drive you 
to your knees if you honestly 
search your own lives. There is 
enough in the history of a single 
week to make you prize your Re- 
deemer more than ever, if you 
fully realize the guilt of that one 
week, and the greatness of His 
grace in pardoning it. O Christian, 
if you would be driven nearer to 
your Lord, search and see, con- 
fess, repent, and seek forgiveness, 
Go again to the cross because you 
have again felt the burden of the 
sin that nailed your Saviour there. 

And, ungodly man, I press you 
also to give an account of your 
stewardship, because, mayhap, the 
same result may come to you, if 
you find that you cannot give in 
so good an account as you thought 
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you could when you were wrapped 
up in self-righteousness, Perhaps 
you may be alarmed and dis- 
mayed when you see the true state 
of the case, and it may be that 
God the Holy Spirit will lead you 
to say, “I will go to Jesus, for I 
am undone without Him, I will 
hasten to His cross, for I need 
the pardon that His blood has 
bought. I will now go with the 
language of confession on my lips 
and beseech Him to accept me ere 
another year begins.” 


I do pray at this moment that 
this day may be the last one you 
will spend in sin, and that tomor- 
row may be a spiritual birthday 
to you, the first day in which 


you shall rejoice in a Saviour; 
nay, that this very night you may 
be born again and become a new 
creature in Christ Jesus, 


And now, lastly, let us consider 


The Reason Which the Master 
Gives: “Give An Account of 
Thy Stewardship, For Thou 

Mayest Be No Longer 
Steward.” 


This may happen in various 
ways. It may be that some here 
may live for years, and yet be no 
longer stewards. A preacher may 
be laid aside, his voice gone, his 
mental faculties weakened, he is 
“no longer steward.” One is thank- 
ful to have further opportunities 
of serving the Lord and trying to 
bring sinners to the Saviour. Work 
for God while you can! It is one 
of the bitterest regrets a man can 


know, to lie on his bed, to be un- 
able to speak, and to think to 
himself, “I wish I could preach 
that sermon over again. I did not 
drive that nail home with all the 
force I ought to have used; I have 
not been earnest enough in plead- 
ing with sinners, I have _ not 
wrestled even to agony over the 
salvation of their souls.” 


It may be possible, my dear 
brother minister, that you and I 
may have twenty or thirty years 
of being laid aside from active 
service; then let us work while we 
can, ere the night cometh when no 
man can work. Let us seize the 
oar of the lifeboat and row out 
over the stormy sea, seeking to 
snatch the drowning ones from 
yonder wreck, for the time may 
come when our strong right arm 
shall be palsied, and when we can 
do no more. 
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Vision of John on the Isle of Patmos 
Revelation 1 


CLEWS ACROSS 


“Him which is, and which was, 
and which is to. 

“Who bare record of the ... of 
God” 


1 

4 

7 “And... the midst of the seven 
candlesticks one” 

8 “...am Alpha and Omega.” 

9 “I John, who also ... your 
brother” 
ie. ee kk 

upon me.” 
7 moe. 
of fire.” 
13 And (Lat.), e— 
14 ‘“Shew unto his servants things 
which must shortly come to 


laid his right hand 


eyes were as a flame 


16 Native of.the Laos States 

19 “Unto him... loved us” 

21 Old form of the verb “‘live”’ 

23 Chinese money of account, 
— —- F — 

25 Grandchild (Scot.) 
26 “He that hath... 
hear.” (Rev. 2) 
27 “Grace be unto you, ... peace” 
28 “His countenance . .. as the 
sun shineth in his strength.” 

30 “And the first begotten of the 


32 Right Guard (Football abbr.) 

33 “I Jesus have ... mine angel 
to testify unto you.” (Rev, 22) 

35 A compass point (abbr.) 

36 “The beginning... the ending” 

{hae he cometh with clouds.” 

40 Low frequency (abbr. ) 

42 Fresh-water fish, i—— 

SS *; 3. was in the Spirit on the 
Lord’s day.” 

44 ‘I . the first and the last.” 

46 “Which was dead, and is...” 
(Rev. 2) 

50 “Send it unto the... churches.,”’ 
52 In ancient Laconia, a clan 
(Greek Hist.) 

53 “I turned to... 

spake with me.” 
55 “To him be glory and dominion 
. ever and ever” 
56 Forever 
58 Paid another’s expenses for en- 
tertainment, t — — — — — — 
59 Feminine name 


ear, let him 


the voice that 


Deadline: Eiscouaad 3 5, 1959 


CLEWS DOWN 


1 Channel Islands (abbr.) 

2 Entangled, — — t — — — 

3 Printers’ measure 

4“... . thou seest, write in a 

book.” 

5 Rearrange “EOS.” 

6 Deadhead oo ipeg 

7 “Was in the... that is called 

to the seven churches 
which are in Asia”’ 

14 Pennsylvania (abbr.) 

15 Furtive, ——y 

17 A Canaanite who had a thresh- 
ing-floor near the cave of 
Machpelah (Gen. 50) A—— — 

18 “He had in his right hand seven 


20 House of Lords (abbr.) 

22 Contend 

24 “Signified it by his.. 
servant John” 

25 Combining form meaning 
“bone,” o—— 

28 “Out of his mouth.. 
twoedged sword.” 

29 “His head ... his hairs were 
white like wool.” 

30 “Blessed are the dead which... 
in the Lord.” (Rev. 14) 

31 One of the sons of Gad (Num. 
26), —r—— 

33 A western continent (abbr.) 

34 Diminutive for Edgar 

37 Influenced by a bribe 


. unto his 


. a sharp 


38 Hasten 

39 The (Fr.), —e 

41 Good will 

43 “Blessed ... he that readeth.”’ 
45 Bare 


47 “As many asI..., I rebuke 
and chasten.” (Rev. 3 


48 Verse (abbr.) 


49 “No night there; and they... 
no candle” (Rev, 22) 


51 Newt, ——t 

53 “One like unto the...of man” 
54 A son of Gad (Gen. 46) 

56 Same as 13 across 


57 “Heard behind . 


a great 
voice, as of a trumpet” 
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with a correct entry for 
Puzzle Number 52 


Storehouse Tithing — 
Does the Bible Teach It? 


By Dr. John R.. Rice 
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By fohn KR. Rice, D.D,Citt0, 


This is a needed study. No mat- 
ter your personal opinion or pre- 
conceived notion, you will want 
this exciting, biblical, power- 
packed treatise on one of the 
church’s most controversial sub- 
The burden of 
the booklet can be summed up in 
the single word “proof”! Here is 
the proof of reason, the proof of 
scholarship, and, best of all, the 
'| proof of clear Bible teaching about 
giving. Much is made of the lord- 
ship of Jesus Christ in a Chris- 
tian’s giving. 

You will find Storehouse Tith- 
ing—Does the Bible Teach It? to 
be a very valuable aid in clearing 
up the host of confusion which 
has centered around the teaching 
of “storehouse” tithing. This is a 
thorough examination of the sub- 
ject. 
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1. Fill in the empty blanks ac- 
cording to the clews given. An- 
swers must be complete and cor- 


ect. 

2. PRINT (not write) your name 
and address in the blank below the 
puzzle. (Please include country 
in foreign addresses.) This cou- 
pon will serve as your address 
label for the envelope containing 
your prize. Mail to: PUZZLE EDI- 
TOR, THE SworD OF THE LorD, 
Wheaton, Illinois. If you do not 
wish to cut up your copy of the 
paper, you may print (not more 
than three inches wide) on a sepa- 
rate sheet of paper your name 
and address, and the answers ac- 
cording to the clew numbers given. 
Entries will not be returned. 

3. In order for you to receive 
the book, Storehouse Tithing— 
Does .the Bible Teach It?, your 
entry must be postmarked by mid- 
night, January 5, 1959. If your 
paper arrives after the deadline 
date, please place the date of ar- 
rival on the entry. The answer to 
Puzzle Number 52 will appear in 
the January 16 issue of THE Sworp 
OF THE LORD. 

4. Each person having a correct 
entry.will receive a coupon -along 
with the weekly prize. Save these 
coupons! They are important! At 
the end of the year those who have 
fifty coupons will receive a Sco- 
field Bible. Those who have as 


many as_ thirty coupons will. re-} 


ceive a World Bible. Please re- 


member that the coupons which | 
lyou have are the only record of 


as 


There is a great deal more said in the Bible about praise than prayer; yet how 


few praise meetings there are!—Moody. 


Yes, and rich professors may 


‘have to give an account of their 


stewardship and be no_ longer 
stewards. There were some of that 
kind when the recent financial 
panic came; though they had 
much before the crash, they had 
nothing left afterwards, so they 
could be no longer stewards of 
the wealth that had been taken 
from them. It must be a cause 
of deep regret to men in that posi- 
tion if they cannot give a good 
account of their stewardship, be- 
cause they have done but little 
good with their wealth while 
they had it; and think, you to 
whom God has given great pos- 
sessions, how soon He may take 
them from you, for riches abide 
not for ever. Behold, they take 
to themselves wings, and fly 
away. I know of no better way of 
clipping their wings than by giv- 
ing generously to the cause of 
God and using in His service all 
that. you can, 


It would be a subject for con- 
tinual regret to you, I am sure, 
if you came down to poverty, not 
so much that you had descended 
im’ the social scale, for that you 
could bear, if it came by mere 
misfortune through the _ provi- 
dence of God; but if you felt, “I 
did not do what :I should have 
done when I had wealth,’—that 
would be the arrow which would 
pierce you to the heart. It may be 
so with some of you. At any rate, 
I feel that there are some of you 
who are poor because God will not 
lend His money where He knows 
that it will be locked up, and not 
put out to good interest in His 
cause. What little you have is all 
hidden away, so the Lord will not 
trust you with more; He sees you 
are not fit to be one of His stew- 
ards. There are some, on the other 
hand, whom God has entrusted 
with much because He sees that 
they use it wisely in promoting the 
interests of His kingdom. 

But, after all, to every man, 
whether he be rich, or whether 
he be in the office of the minis- 
try, there may be a close of his 
stewardship before he dies. The 
mother has her little children 
swept away one after another; 
this is the message to her, “Thou 
mayest be no longer steward.” The 
teacher has his class scattered, 
or he is himself unable to go to 
the school; the word to him also 
is, “Thou mayest be no longer 
steward.” The man who went to 
his work, who might have spoken 
to his fellow-workman, is removed, 
perhaps to another land, or he is 
placed in a position where his 
mouth is shut; now he can be no 
longer steward. Use all opportuni- 
ties while you have them, catch 
them on the wing, serve God while 
you can today! today! today! to- 
day! Let each golden moment have 
its pressing service rendered unto 
God, lest it should be said to 
thee, “Thou mayest be no longer 
steward.” 


But we shall soon be no longer 
stewards in another sense. The 
hour must come for us to die. Out 
of our large congregation we have 
constant reminders that those who 
have served us as a church and 
have served God faithfully in his 
church, cannot abide with us for 


your correct entries. It will be 
your responsibility to keep the 
coupons. In addition, note that 
coupons may not be exchanged 
with one another. The winning of 
a Bible is on an individual and 
not a group basis. Please limit all 
correspondence to only necessary 
items, and always include your 
complete address. 
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ever, One or another, whom we 
have loved and honoured, gives in 
his account, and passes to his rest. 
So will it be in turn with the pas- 
tor, with the deacons, and with 
the elders, 


Do not put away the thought 
of that day, my fellow-workers, as 
though you were immortal. It may 
come to uS On a sudden; no grey 
hairs may cover our heads, but 
while we are yet in the full 
strength of manly vigour, you or 
I may be called to give in our ac- 
count. 


What think ye? What think ye? 
Could you gather up your feet in 
the bed and look into eternity 
without feeling the cold sweat of 
fear stand upon your brow? What 
think ye? Could you face the 
great judgment-seat and say, “I 
know whom I have believed, and 
am persuaded that he is able 
to keep that which I have com- 
mitted unto him against that day 

. [ have fought a good fight, 
I have finished my course, I have 
kept the faith’? (II Tim. 1:12; 
4:7). Oh! God be praised if we 
are able to say that! What monu- 
ments of mercy will you and I be 
if we are able to hear our Lord 
say, “Well done, good and faith- 
ful servant; enter thou into the 
joy of thy Lord.” 


By the fact that God is con- 
tinually removing from us one 
and another, I ask you to remem- 
ber that you also will soon de- 
part. Therefore, be making up 
your account. Rest in Christ more 
confidently; love God more earn- 
estly; serve your generation more 
intensely; live while you live; play 
not at living, but live in real 
earnest, and let it never be said 
of you that you trod so lightly 
on the sands of time that you 
left no impress there, Make your 
mark upon your age, and fill your 
appointed place as God shall help 
you, that when you are gathered 
to your fathers, you may not be 
forgotten, but the church may re- 
member you because in her midst 
there are children born to God 
through your means. 


As for the unconverted here, 
need I tell them that they must 
soon depart and be no longer 


stewards? You must go from your 


business, O trader; you must go 
from your merchandise, O mer- 
chant; you must go from your 
bench, O artizan; you must go 
from your machine, O engineer; 
you must each depart, and go to 
that bourne from which no travel- 
ler returns. Be ye ready! Be ye 
ready! I will ring the alarm bell 
for some of you; perhaps my text 
is a prophecy meant for some man 
here, “Give an account of thy 
stewardship; for thou mayest be 
no longer steward.” 

Thou hast had children about 
thee, and thou hast taught them 
blasphemy and drunkenness; or 
thou hast had workmen in thine 
employ, and thou hast laughed 
at their religion, or aided and 
abetted them in sin; thou hast 
had talent, but thou hast used 
that talent in the service of the 
evil one; thou hast had gold, but 
thou hast lavished it upon wanton- 


ness; now give an account of it ° 


all! Ah, you may not heed what 
I say; but you will have to heed 
what will be said to you at an- 
other time. You will see this mat- 
ter in another light when the 
death-angel shall put his cold, 
freezing hand upon your shoulder 
and shall say to you, “Give an ac- 
count! Give an account! Give an 
account of your stewardship!” 


O Saviour, Son of God, put thy 
pierced hand on these blind souls 
and give them light, that they 
may be able to render up their ac- 
count with joy and not with grief! 
Give them grace to believe in Thy 
name and trust in Thine atoning 
sacrifice, for this is the way of 
salvation. 


© poor sinners, trust in Christ 
Jesus and Him crucified! You can- 
not be saved by your stewardship, 
any of you; but unfaithful stew- 
ardship will ruin you. Christ cruci- 
fied is your only hope of salva- 
tion. Look unto Him, and live. Oh, 
look unto Him now! 


—The End— 


(From SERMONS FOR SPECIAL DAYS 
AND OCCASIONS, a _ book selling for 
$2.95. Published by Zondervan Publishing 
House, and used by permission.) 
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Friday, December 26, 1958 


THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


Page Seven 


Broken Vows or, 
Back to Bethel 


(Continued from page 1) 


is a contradiction of your profes- 
gion that you are born again. 
The born-again child of God 
doesn’t want to sin, but the born- 
again child of God does sin, And 
backsliding in a spiritual way is 
a Bible truth. 


The Sorrows of Backsliding 


Noah’s feet were hardly dry 
-before he got drunk and lay naked 
in front of his boys and got up 
and put a curse on his youngest 
son. Old Noah backslid. And to- 
day, there are a lot of drunken 
bbacksliders across this country 
with their names on the church 
rolls. 

Abraham left Canaan and went 
down into Egypt. He quit walk- 
ing by faith and went to walking 
by sight. Thus he became a curse 
upon the Egyptians. God had to 
dig him out and run him out of 
Egypt, back up into the land of 
Canaan. Lot beheld the plain, that 
it was well watered everywhere. 
Looking toward Sodom, he pitched 
his tent in that direction and be- 
.came a backslider in the city of 
Sodom where he lost everything 
he had—his married daughters, 
his wife, and did worse than that 
with his two single daughters. Lot 
was a backslidden saved man. The 
Bible calls him a righteous man. 
The Bible says he grieved his 


righteous soul from day to day 


Happy New Year 


New mercies, new blessings, new light on the way, 
New courage, new hope, and strength for each day, 
New notes of thanksgiving, new chords of delight, 
New praise in the morning, new songs in the night, 
New wine in thy chalice, new altars to raise, 

New fruits for thy Master, new garments for praise, 
New gifts from His treasures, new smiles from His face, 
New streams from the fountain of infinite grace, 
New stars for thy crown, and new tokens of love, 
New gleams of the glory that waits thee above, 

New light of His countenance, full and unpriced, 

All this to be the joy of thy new life in Christ. 


—Frances Ridley Havergal. 
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with the filthy conversation of the 
wicked. Backslid into Sodom! 

Between the time he went to 
deliver the children of Israel out 
of bondage in Egypt and the time 
he actually did, Moses turned his 
back on God’s. high command, 
killed a man in a brawl, and for 
forty years became a backslidden 
sheepherder at the back side of 
the desert. 

David crossed the threshold of 
another man’s home, robbed it of 
its purity, committed adultery 
with the woman, called the hus- 
band from the army and made 
him drunk. When that ruse failed, 
he killed the husband and mar- 
ried the woman. He would have 
been Hero Number 1 in Holly- 
wood. Be immoral with another 
man’s wife or a woman’s husband, 
kill the companion, marry that 
one that you were immoral with— 
that will give you the big head- 
lines in Hollywood and on tele- 
vision. 


Instead of going to Nineveh as 


God called him to do, Jonah 
bought passage on a ship and 
started to sail in the other direc- 
tion. God had to send a storm to 
bring him back and make him 
preach the Gospel to the Nine- 
vites. 

The night Jesus was betrayed, 
Simon Peter cursed and swore and 
denied that he even knew the 
Lord. ‘He backslid. John Mark 
turned back. Demas fell in love 
with the present world. Even the 
great Apostle Paul said, ‘““The good 
that I would I do not: but the evil 
which I would not, that I do... 
When I would do good, evil is 
present with me.” He knew that 
vacillating experience of a Chris- 

tian, that period of growing stale, 
- cold, indifferent, and getting out 
of the will of God. 


Before Jacob Met God 


Now I want to talk to you 
about that experience, for if you 
have been a Christian very long 
you have had that experience. 
You have had that experience if 
you have been a preacher very 
long, because preachers get back- 


slidden. Deacons get backslidden. 
Christian men and women back- 
slide. 

Here is a story of a man called 
Jacob, the grandson of Abraham. 
Isaac and Rebekah were the par- 
ents of twin sons, Jacob and Esau. 
Esau, being the first born, was 
entitled to the birthright, also to 
the blessing. Now there is a dif- 
ference between the birthright and 
the blessing, though they both 
went to the same person. The 
birthright was the privilege of the 
older or eldest son in a Hebrew 
family to step into the father’s 
shoes at the father’s death and 
take control of everything and 
manage and direct affairs. That 
was the natural birthright of the 
oldest son, or the elder son, in 
this case. 

Now in addition to that privi- 
lege of the oldest son, prior to 
the father’s death, he would call 
in this elder son, lay his hand on 
his head and say a prayer over 
him, That was the blessing. By 
virtue of the fact that Esau was 
born first of the two, that gave 
him the birthright and the bless- 
ing. 

It so happened that Esau was 
the favorite son of his father 
Isaac. This great big broad-shoul- 
dered, double-jointed, raw-boned, 
sun-tanned, hairy-chested, ham- 
fisted fellow who spent a lot of 
his time outside would have made 
a good fullback on anybody’s 
football team. He was the joy of 
his father. 

Jacob, on the other hand, stayed 
around the house. No doubt he 
dried the dishes, swept the floors, 
did the chores for Mamma. He 


Y 


was Mamma’s little man, her pet. 


There came a time when Esau 
went hunting. He had the luck 
that I generally have—hunt all 
day, wear bunions on your feet, 
and kill nothing! Esau came back 
famished and worn-out, with feet 
blistered and no luck at all. Ja- 
cob met Esau and entered into an 
agreement with him whereby he 
traded him a mess of lentiles, or 
beans we will call it to make it 
practical, for the birthright, that 
is, the privilege of stepping into 
the father’s shoes at the father’s 
death and assuming control of 
domestic and family affairs. He 
traded with Esau for his birth- 
right. 

It came time for Isaac to die. 
He called in Esau and said, “Son, 
it is now time for me to pro- 
nounce on you the blessing. Go 
kill a young deer, prepare it, and 
I will pronounce the blessing on 
you, Then I will be ready to die.”’ 

Standing behind the door and 
hearing the proposition of the 
father to Esau, the mother, Re- 
bekah, called Jacob and said, ‘‘Son, 
you have already had the birth- 
right. Now get that blessing, too. 
You run out yonder and kill a kid 
from the flock and bring it here. 
I'll season and cook it until your 
dad can’t tell the difference be- 
tween that and the young fawn 
Esau is to kill.” 

So Jacob hotfooted it right out 
to the flock, killed one, brought it 
in. The mother fixed it up, sea- 
soned it.and put the wool on Ja- 
cob’s wrists (because Esau was a 
hairy man and Jacob was smooth- 
skinned). Jacob went in, and here 
is poor old blind, decrepit, almost- 
dead Isaac. 

He listens to Jacob, but he can’t 
see since he is blind. “The voice 
sounds like Jacobs, but the hands 
are the hands of Esau,” he says. 
He eats of this meat that has 
been prepared, then puts his hand 
on Jacob’s head and pronounces 
on him the blessing. 

Esau later came in, but Isaac 
said to his son, “Why, son, I’ve 
already eaten! I’ve already pro- 


scheming, 


is he that hath taken venison, 
and brought it to me, and I have 
eaten and have blessed him?” 
Esau then wept and a family 
quarrel broke out. “Esau hated 
Jacob because of the _ blessing 
wherewith his father blessed him,” 
says Genesis 27:41. They had quite 
a fight in that family, quite a 
racket. When Esau looked at that 


his, then at that little conniving, 
crooked brother, he 
said, “That’s all right. Dad has 
one foot in the grave and the oth- 
er on a banana peel. I will not 
stir up trouble now, but just 
wait till Dad is in the grave—lI’ll 
get you then.” In the words of 
the Scripture, he said, “The days 
of mourning for my father are at 
hand; then will I slay my broth- 
er Jacob.” 


He got out his barlow, to sharp- 
en it; he spit on his whetrock. He 
was determined he would kill his 
brother Jacob. 

You know, a lot of families have 
gotten along fine until Pa and Ma 
died. Then there was a fight, may- 
be a bloody battle, over the herit- 
age, over what was left. Every 
once in a while some asinine, saw- 
dust-brained, simple-headed nit- 
wit wobbles up to me and says, 
“Well, the Bible is out of date.” 
The only trouble with him is he 
just doesn’t know the _ Bible. 
Brother, it is very much up to 
date, especially this story I am 
talking about this* morning. 

How often we see it happen! 
Families go along in poverty and 
hardship. They love the Lord and 
live together; they are a power 
for God and a testimony for 
Christ. Then death comes for the 
parents, then the kids get to fuss- 
ing and fighting over what was 
left. All of them quit the church, 
get to drinking, go to the devil. 
The worst messes you ever saw 
grow out of that situation. 

That is what happened here. 
The mother called Jacob in and 
said, “Son, I’m awfully sorry, but 
this thing has gotten into a ter- 
rible mess. I expect you had bet- 
ter go back where we came from. 
Your uncle Laban lives down 
there; tarry with him a few days, 
until thy brother’s fury turn 
away. He will cool off after 
awhile. This will blow over, then 
I will send for you and you can 
come back.” As far as we know, 
that was the last time Rebekah 
ever looked on the face of Jacob. 


“What a tangled web we weave, 
When first we practice to deceive.’ 


So Jacob got his belongings to- 
gether and headed out. He didn’t 
have any fast-flying airlines to 
go by. He didn’t have any air-con- 
ditioned busses to ride on. There 
were no great, high-powered loco- 
motives pulling long trains which 
have every comfort. No, he didn’t 
even have an automobile—air-con- 
ditioned or otherwise, Jacob head- 
ed out afoot, headed back where 
he had come from. 

The evening shadows began to 
fall. When the sun slid down in 
the West, Jacob thought about a 
place to spend the night. He 
looked around. No tourist court, 
no hotel out in that barren coun- 
try. He spotted a rock. So he lay 
down with his body on the ground 
and his head on the rock. That 
night he dreamed. He saw a lad- 
der set up on the earth, and the 
top of it reached to heaven; and 
the angels of God were ascending 
and descending on it. And the 
Lord stood above it. His heart was 
gripped as God said, “I am the 
Lord God of Abraham thy father, 
and the God of Isaac; the land 
whereon thou liest, to thee will 
I give it, and to thy seed; And 
thy seed shall be as the dust of 
the earth . .. and in thee and 
in thy seed shall all the families 
of the earth be blessed. And, be- 
hold, I am with thee, and will 
keep thee in all places whither 
thou goest, and will bring thee 
again into this land; for I will 
not leave thee, until I have done 
that which I have spoken to thee 
of.” 

God made certain promises to 
him. Jacob then vowed a vow to 
God. He asked God for three 
things, and he promised God three 
things. 

Did you ever notice when you 
ask God for something, you will 
always promise him something? 
Well, that is: perfectly all right. 
Make a deal with God. He is the 
best One you can make a deal 
with. He will live up to His part 
of the deal. He won’t double-cross 


nounced the blessing. Who, where 


poor, old, blind, decrepit dad of 


Jacob’s Vow 


A careful analysis of this vow 
that Jacob made reveals that he 
asked God for three things and 
he promised God three things. The 
three things he asked God for 
were: 


First, the presence of God: “If 
God will be with me, and will 
keep me in this way that I go 


Second, the provision of God: 
“And will give me bread to eat, 
and raiment to put on...” 


Third, the peace and protection 
of God: “So that I come again 
to my father’s house in peace .. .” 
The three things Jacob prom- 
ised God were: 

First, fidelity to God: “Then 
shall the Lord be my God... .” 
Second, that Bethel should be 
his place of worship: ‘And this 
stone, which I have set for a 
pillar, shall be God’s house .. .” 
Third, a tithe of all his posses- 
sions: ‘‘And of all that thou shalt 
give me I will surely give the 
tenth unto thee.” 

Even right in the middle of his 
prayer when he talked to God 
he could hear that old knife scrap- 
ing on that whetrock back there 
in Esau’s hand. He couldn’t for- 
get the wrong he did. 

Neither can you forget the 
wrong that you do to other peo- 
ple. If you have driven a close 
bargain, if you have schemed and 
betrayed somebody’s confidence, 
you can’t forget it. When you get 
on your knees before God to talk 
to Him, that is the best time of 
all to remember it! God will bring 
it to your mind. 

With this vow fresh in his heart 
and on his lips, he went into the 
land of his forefathers, met the 
girl of his dreams, and served 
seven years for her. Then when 
the time for the wedding came, 
the father-in-law Laban worked 
a trick on Jacob and got him to 
marry the other daughter Leah 
instead of Rachel, the girl he 
loved. She was veiled and he 
didn’t see who she was until he 
lifted the veil. He had married 
the wrong girl! 

Well, he didn’t have much com- 
plaint. He had deceived his own 
decrepit father; now he is reap- 
ing what he sowed seven years 
before. God has a way of letting 
the chickens come home to roost. 
You may fool a judge, you may 
fool your wife, you may fool your 
neighbors, you may fool the folks 
around you—but you can’t fool 
God! 

So right there, Jacob began to 
have the chickens come home to 


to get the girl of his dreams. And 
then he got ready to go to his own 
country with his wives and chil- 
dren. His father-in-law, Laban, 
brought him in and said, “I pray 
thee, if I have found favour in 
thine eyes, tarry; for I have 


Lord hath blessed me for thy 
sake.” 

Dear reader, a word of instruc- 
tion is not out of order just here. 


roost. He served seven more years | 


learned by experience that the 


to a Christian. It may be that God 
will bless your investments for 
the sake of that Christian whom 
you rent your property to. If you 
employ people to work for you 
in any way, employ an earnest 
Christian. It may be that God 
will bless your business because 
of the Christian employee. 


Jacob said to Laban, “Well, you 
know I’ve got a bunch of kids 
coming on. I will have to put 
them in college and high school, 
and give them an education. I 
can't go on just working like 
we are.” 


Quite naturally, Jacob’s father- 
in-law did not wish to part com- 
pany with this son-in-law, so he 
said, “Appoint me thy wages, and 
I will give it’ (Gen. 30:28). Ja- 
cob then reminds his father-in- 
law what the father-in-law has 
already confessed, how God has 
blessed him and multiplied his 
herd; so Jacob makes this propo- 
sition to him: “I will take the 
brown sheep and you take the 
white sheep. And I'll take the 
spotted cows and you take the 
solid-colored cows.” 

Laban said, “That sounds like 
a good proposition. I would be 
very glad to do that. That’s fine.” 

That night after Jacob went to 
bed and got out of sight, the old 
man Laban called the boys in and 
said, “Boys, we have that son-in- 
law where we want him now. 
You would never guess what kind 
of a deal I drove through with 
him. He is going to work for us 
on the basis that he will get the 
brown sheep and we'll get the 
white sheep from the increase of 
the flock. He will get the spotted 
cows and we'll get the solid- 
colored cows. Now here’s, what I 
want you to do. You get up early 
in the morning before he gets up 
—he sleeps rather late. Take ev- 
ery brown sheep in the flock way 
across Racoon Ridge and put 
them over in that pasture in Pos- 
sum Hollow—separate them com- 
pletely.” Then he said, “Get that 
bunch of spotted cows and that 
old spotted bull and take them 
clear across down there on that 
lowland bottom pasture.” 

When: Jacob arose the next 
morning and started out with a 


(Continued on page 8) 
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THE SWORD OF THE LORD 
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Broken Vows or, 


Back to Bethel 


(Continued from page 7) 


bunch of sheep and some cows, 
every sheep he had in the herd 
was white and every COW was 
solid colored. Not a spotted one 
in there! After awhile the little 
lambs began to fall and practical- 
ly every one of them was a brown 
Jamb in a white flock of sheep! 
Every calf was a spotted calf! 

Old man Laban called Jacob in 
and said, “Say, this thing hasn’t 
worked out right. Let’s change 
that around. Let me have the 
brown sheep and you take the 
white ones. Let me have the spot- 
ted-colored calves and you take 
the solid-colored calves.” 

Jacob said, “Okey-doke (that 
good old English term!) All right.” 

And the next crop of calves— 
everyone of them was a solid- 
colored calf and every sheep was 
a white one. The Bible says that 
Laban changed Jacob’s wages ten 
times in seven years to try to shift 
that thing around. And every 
time he changed it, it worked out 
to Jacob’s advantage. He had 
used his own ingenuity in bring- 
ing it about, too. 

Good neighbors, you don’t have 
to worry a great deal about peo- 
ple cheating and defrauding you 
if God is your Partner. Jacob 
proved that in his experience. 

So at the end of twenty-one 
years, God appeared to Jacob and 
said, “Jacob, twenty-one years ago 
I told you that if you would stay 
by Me, I would stay by you. Now 
I want you to come back to 
Beth-el where I met you when 
you were running away from 
Esau. You've got a big family. I’ve 


out another herd of sheep and 
another herd of cattle. String 
them all out.’ He instructed the 
man with the first group, “When 
you meet Esau with those four- 
hundred armed horsemen and they 
are all ready to jump on us, you 
say, ‘Why, these are gifts from 
thy servant Jacob.’” His scheme 
was to buy Esau off, to bribe him. 
Jacob said, “I’m going to buy him 
off.” 

So he scattered the sheep out, 
and the cattle out, and the family 
out. When evening shadows came, 
somehow old Jacob knew he was 
wrong. Somehow he couldn’t get 
away from it. Back over here 
across the creek God began to 
wrestle and deal with old Jacob. 
The night hours wore on; God 
was still wrestling with Jacob. If 
you will read the Bible, you will 
find God wrestling with Jacob; 
Jacob wasn’t wrestling with God. 

The morning dawn began to 
come. The angel of the Lord said, 
“Let me go, for the day break- 
eth.” 

But Jacob answered, “Oh, no! 
Oh, no! Oh, no! .I will not let 
thee go, except thou bless me. 
Don’t you leave till you give me 
a blessing.” 

The angel smote Jacob’s thigh 
and knocked it out of joint. Then 
the Bible says that as the sun 
arose, Jacob walked over across 
that old creek, limping on that 
thigh thrown out of joint. He 
limped by that first bunch of cat- 
tle; he limped by that first bunch 
of sheep; he limped by that sec- 
ond bunch of sheep; he limped 
by that next bunch of sheep; then 
he limped on by the next crowd. 
Instead of being down at the tail 
end, he was right up at the front. 
When he met Esau, they fell on 
each other’s necks and wept and 
kissed each other. 

God kept His promise! God was 


been with you. I’ve given you food 


with him. God blessed him. God 


Upon the threshold of another year 


We stand again. 
We kno 
Of grief or pain 


w not what of gladness and good cheer, 


May visit us while journeying to its close. 


In this we rest, 


God dealeth out in wisdom what He knows 


For us ts best. 


—Thomas Wearing 


and raiment. You’ve got lots of 
eattle and lots of sheep. Now 
come on back. I’ve got one other 
thing I’ve got to do. You know, 
you have been away from home 
twenty-one years. And old Esau 
is still spitting on that whetrock, 
still sharpening that old barlow 
for you. I’ve got to fix that up. 
Now come on back.” The Scrip- 
ture reads this way: 

“And the angel of God spake 
unto me in a dream, saying, Ja- 
cob: And I said, Here am I. And 
he said, Lift up now thine eyes, 
and see, all the rams which leap 
upon the cattle are ringstraked, 
speckled, and grisled: for I have 
seen all that Laban doeth unto 
thee. I am the God of Beth-el, 
where thou anointedst the pillar, 
and where thou vowedst a vow 
unto me: now arise, get thee out 
from this land, and return unto 
the land of thy kindred.” 

Jacob started back. Twenty-one 
years had not dimmed in his mem- 
ory the wrong he had done to his 
brother Esau, nor had they dim- 
med the memory of that wrong 
in the mind of Esau. As he got 
over near the meeting place, he 
sent a fast rider on ahead to scout 
out, to see how everything was. 
That fellow rode on ahead of the 
flocks and herds and got away on 
over there; then here he came 
back. That old horse’s sides were 
lathering—just about run to death. 
The rider came up to Jacob (you 
won't find all that in the Bible, 
but that is what it means, any- 
way) and excitedly reported, “You 
know what is happening? Esau is 
coming with four hundred men. 
Their spears are glistening in the 
sun. Their swords are rattling on 
the side. Boy, they plan to make 
short work of you; don’t you ever 
doubt that!” 

Then fear began to grip the 
heart of old crafty, scheming Ja- 
.cob—Jacob means swindler, a tin- 
horn, a crafty, scheming fellow. 
- He began to figure how he could 
work himself out of this jam he 
had gotten into. “Oh, I know how 
I'll do that! Leah, take your chil- 
dren and go on first} then you 
here bring a herd of cattle along 


| brought him back, and he and his 


brother met in peace. 


Jacob Backslides 


Jacob should have gone up to 
Bethel and dwelt there, and in- 
habited that country. But Esau 
wasn’t out of sight until Jacob 
turned and went down to Shalem, 
a city of Shechem, bought a piece 
of land and turned his kids out to 
gallivant around. One of his girls, 
Dinah, got to running around late 
at night. Then one night she came 
in without her virtue. 


The next morning the boys 
noticed that there was a strange 
quietness around the _ breakfast 
table. ““‘What is the matter around 
here?” one of them inquired. 

The mother answered, “Hush, 
son,” 

After awhile another asked, 
“What has happened?” 

Jacob said, “Just keep quiet! 
Just keep quiet!” 

Those boys kept prying until 
they found their sister had lost 
her virtue to a young prince of 
the country. This of course 
aroused the hate and wrath of her 
two brothers, Simeon and Levi, 
who, to avenge the ruin of their 
sister, went on a murdering spree 
and created such a conditidén about 
Jacob among the inhabitants of 
the land that Jacob, in grief and 
anguish of soul, said to his sons, 
“Ye have troubled me to make 
me to stink among the inhabitants 
of the land.” 

How different was Jacob in 
Padan-aram where God blessed 
Laban for Jacob’s sake, and Ja- 
cob in Shalem where he stunk 
among the inhabitants of the land! 

Jacob got away from Bethel, 
went down to Shalem in Shechem, 
bought a piece of land when God 
had given all that to him, He com- 
promised with the world, com- 
promised with the truth, and God 
let him get into trouble. There 
he was in trouble up to his ears. 


The Call Back to Bethel 
Then God appeared to him and 
said, “Jacob, you don’t belong 
here. You belong up yonder where 


after that. Then you there divide 


I called you. Arise, go up to 


Beth-el, and dwell there: and make 
there an altar unto God, that ap- 
peared unto thee when thou fled- 
dest from the face of Esau thy 
brother” (Gen. 35:1). 


How often in: our calamities, 
sorrows, griefs and tragedies God 
must come to us and call us back 
to our vows! So here God calls 
upon Jacob to keep his vow and 
to return to Bethel and build 
there an altar and to dwell there. 


Thank God for a man or a WOMe 
an who has the courage and the 
grace, when brought face to face 
through sorrow or tragedy with 
their broken vow, to frankly set 
about, without making excuse, to 
rectify the wrongs they have done, 
and correct the errors. That is 
exactly what Jacob did, for he 
called his family together and in- 
structed them, “Take those ear- 
rings out of your ears; take those 
little old gods, those little old 
idols, down from the mantlepiece 
and sticking around the house. 
Put away the strange gods that 
are among you, and be clean, and 
change your garments: And let us 
arise, and go up to Bethel; and 
I will make there an altar unto 
God, who answered me in the 
day of my distress, and was with 
me in the way which I went.” 


We should be very careful about 
the vows we make to men and 
the vows we make to God. Herod 
made a hasty vow to the daugh- 
ter of Herodias that resulted in 
his killing John the Baptist. It 
will likewise be recalled that 
Jephthah made a vow to God that 
resulted in his sacrificing his own 
daughter to keep that vow. God 
has a way of testing the sinceri- 
ty of our vows. He has a way of 
reminding us of our broken vows. 
And He expects us to keep our 
vows. Psalm 76:11 says, “Vow, 
and pay unto the Lord your 
God.” 


Frequently, when we face our 
vows, it makes it necessary for 
us to clean up and put out of 
our lives, out of our homes and 
out of our families, some things 
that we have been indulging in, 
just as it was here when Jacob 
told his family, “Put away the 
strange gods that are among you, 
and be clean, and change your 
garments.” 


Thank God for a family that 
will respond to the father’s ap- 
peal. You Know, if Dad will lead 
the way, ninety-nine times out 
of a hundred, the family will fol- 
low. 

Dad Jacob led the way. His 
family brought him their earrings, 
brought him the little old idols— 
“And they gave unto Jacob all the 
strange gods which were in their 
hand, and all their earrings which 
were in their ears; and Jacob hid 
them under the oak which was by 
Shechem” (Gen, 35:4). Down un- 
der an oak tree—I guess it was 
in his backyard—he dug a grave 
and put them in it and buried 
them. He tramped down the dirt 
on that bunch of tomfoolery which 
had come in between him and 
God. 


Renewed Covenants Bring 
Renewed Influence 


Then Jacob arose and went 
back to Bethel. The Bible says: 
“And they journeyed: and the ter- 
ror of God was upon the cities 
that were round about them, and 
they did not pursue after the sons 
of Jacob.” The power of God was 
so on Jacob that the nations round 
about did not pursue after the 
sons of Jacob. 


With this blessing of God upon 
him; and the protection of God 
around him, Jacob returned to 
Bethel. There Jacob went and 
gathered up the old rocks and 
stones and built an altar. There 
he worshipped God, He renewed 
his covenants. Then God saw fit 
to use him and his descendants 
down across all the ages. God has 
said, “I am the God of Abraham, 
the God of Isaac, and the God 
of Jacob.” “Of Jacob!” God was 
glad to be called “the God of Ja- 
cob.” 


I shall never forget when, as a 
college kid, I pastored a little 
country church close to Abilene, 
Texas. A deacon in that church 
who ran the big community store 
had more money than most all of 
the other folks put together. When 
a collection was taken, he always 
made his wealth apparent by how 
much he _ gave. Frequently he 
would say, “Well, T’ll tell you; 
just put up as much as you will 
and I will match it.” He often 


put in as much as all the rest 


of the church put together, But 
that fellow was wicked and cursed 
like a sailor. My, my, he was high- 
strung! A discredit was he to the 
church, and a disgrace to God. 


That was the second church 
that I ever pastored. I was a 
country preacher in school, but 
that old man grieved my heart. I 
wept over it, but because he .had 
so much money to give, the church 
tolerated nearly anything on his 
part. One night I stayed in his 
home, and I prayed nearly all 
night, ‘‘Lord, here is a man who 
could mean a lot to You, but in- 
stead of meaning a lot to You, 
he is a disgrace.” 


The summer meeting came on. 
Sunday morning we began; then 
some boys got in the melon patch 
Sunday night and stole melons. 
This deacon went out there and 
threatened to shoot the tough 
boys, though it wasn't his melon 
patch at all. There was a big fight 
at his store over it; so on Monday 
he had to go to court in the office 
of the Justice of the Peace. It 
looked as though that meeting 
had blown up right there. People 
came to me to say, “Brother Sam, 
that’s the way it is every sum- 
mer. Old man Ray gets in the way 
of every meeting; yet because he 
goes down there and gives so much 
money to that little church, they 
will just let him do anything.” 


. But Monday night we had a 
house full. I preached on old Si- 
mon Peter’s cursing. I went right 
down the middle of that big dea- 
con’s back—from his head clear 
down to his heels. I went after 
him tooth and nail. My Bible says, 
“Have no fellowship with the un- 
fruitful works of darkness, but 
rather reprove them.” 


(Every once in a while a preach- 
er says to me, “My people know 
how I stand on the liquor ques- 
tion.” Great heavens, brother, 
don’t they know how you stand 
on prayer? Don’t they know how 
you stand on tithing? -Don’t they 
know how you stand on baptism? 
What are you going to preach 
about if you never preach on any- 
thing folks know your stand on. 
We are to “reprove, rebuke, ex- 
hort with longsuffering and doc- 
trine” (II Tim. 4:2). “Have no 
fellowship with the’ unfruitful 
works of darkness, but rather re- 
prove them” (Eph. 5:11). Here. 
is another Scripture: ‘““Them that 
sin rebuke before all, that others 
also may fear’ (I Tim. 5:20). All 
this tomfoolery about some old 
sinning church member and you 
crawling off in the back of his 
store and you getting him down 
on his knees and praying with him 
and never giving any open rebuke 
to his ungodly, open sin! My bro- 
ther, God wants us to rebuke sin 
openly that others may fear!) 

I went after him. I was just a 
young preacher and I didn’t know 
how it was going to turn out, but 
I knew God had given me that 
message. I gave the altar call. He 
was sitting over in the middle of 
the church but he didn’t even take 
time to walk down to the aisle. 
He just started walking right over 
those seats, coming up! He came 
right up to me, turned his eyes 
up to me and said, “Brother Sam, 
I’ve cursed and I’ve sinned.” 

“You sure have. You are the 
biggest old rotten sinner in this 
community. Get down on your 
knees right here,’ I said. 

Here came another fellow on 
the other side who was in that 
racket on Sunday, saying, “Broth- 
er Sam, I’m the meanest man in 
this community.” 

I said, ‘“That’s right, you sure 
are, and you’re a member of this 
church, too. Get down right by 
the side of this fellow here.” 

And there were those two men 
who had been at each other’s 
throats and ready to kill each 
other, right down on their knees! 
I made that altar call, then we 
got into a prayer meeting. And, 
we had a prayer meeting that 
just turned that house inside out. 

At the close of that revival we 
baptized eighty-seven people in 
that little country church, It 
reached through all of that com- 
munity, and for years after that 
man was one of the best men you 
ever saw. He never cursed, he 
lived for God, he magnified Him. 
Until the day he died he was 


a shining witness for Christ. Why? 
Because he came back to Bethel} 


and built the altar again and got 
where God wanted him, and be- 


cause God used me to take a stand | 


against his sin in the community, 
in spite of his wealth. 


Brother, what God wants across 


America today is a bunch of peo 
ple to come back to Bethel and 
build the old altar again, call their 
families back, get down on their 
knees and let God have His way, 
and take our stand against sin 
and against wickedness and 
against all manner of worldlinesg 
around us. 


I trust this Bible conference 
will mean in your life a renewal 
of your faith in Christ and a re- 
dedicating of your life to God. If 
you are backslidden, come back to 
Bethel and build the altar where 
God called you when He first 
called you out into the work. 

Let us bow in prayer. 


“Dear Father, we confess our 
own sins this morning. We confesg 
that we know what the Bible 
teaches when it tells about getting 
cold and indifferent and taken up 
with other things. We confess we 
need a closer walk with Thee and 
to come back to Bethel. As best 
we know how, we do. We pray 
that Thou wilt look upon us in 
mercy. We pray that Thou wilt 
bless these good people. We pray 
that any cold, indifferent heart 
may today renew itself in earnest 
sincerity to Thee. May there be 
a searching of our hearts and 
lives for things that might come 
in between us and Thee, and lef 
us dig a hole and put them in it 
and bury them under an oak in 
Shechem and leave them behind, 
and go to Bethel, where God ap- 
peared to us in the fresh fullness 
of our salvation when we met 
Him. We pray for anybody here 
who needs to renew their vows to 
You. May they do it today, right 
now, for Jesus’ sake. Amen.” 


—The End— 


MONEY in oo 


Make new greaseless 
donuts in kitchen. No 
smoke. Sell Stores. Half 
Profit. Cash Daily. No 
exp. nec. FREE REC- 
IPES. No obligation. 
HUBERT RAY CO., 
3605 So. 15th Ave., 
Minneapolis 7, Minn. 


Institutions, Churches 


Buy At Lowest 
Factory Prices 
Folding Banquet Tables, Folding Chairs, Table 
and Chair Trucks, Hat and Coat Racks—Room 
Dividers. 
Shipped direct from factory to you for lowest 
possible price, Write today for complete informae 
tion and prices. 


REINDE 
INSTITUTIONAL MFG. AND RSUPPLY, INC. 
215-P West Nebraska St, Algona, lowa 


CLASSIFIED ADS 


Rates 25c per word, minimum charge, $5. 
Include name, address, city, state in wo 

count. Cash to accompany order. No billing 
on classified ads, please, except for orgs 


mers who already have accounts. y is 
due three weeks in advance of saibblicatioes 
date. 


LENDING LIBRARY 
BORROW CHRISTIAN BOOKS by MAID, 
Lending fee: 20¢ each book. Write for in< 
formation. Christian Reader’s Library, 
Veedersburg, Indiana. 


TORONTO BAPTIST SEMINARY 
Evangelical (Fundamental). Dr. T. Ts 
Shields founder, established 1927. Four, 
three, and two year degree and diploma 
courses, Free Tuition. For illustrated Pros 
pectus write: Registrar, 837 Jarvis Street, 
Toronto, Canada, 


— a 


THE GOSPEL WITNESS enP 
PROTESTANT ADVOCATE 

Beginning its 37th year of weekly publicas 
tion for the propagation of the Evangelical 
principles of the Protestant Reformation 
and in defense of the faith once delivered 
to the saints—$3.00 per year. Send for 
FREE sample copies—130 Gerrard Street 
East, Toronto, Canada. 


- ne ae 
nena 


SPECIAL SERMONS 
Complete, conservative, concise. Mimeos 
graphed—four for $1.00, (Printed; or 
higher.) National Sermon Supply, 104 
Dalrymple, Albion, Michigan. 


a 
el 


MUSICAL BELLS | 
MUSICAL COWBELLS, sleighbells, Chord- 
ed Clusters. Choral neert Glasses, 440 
pitch. Terms. Request photographs and 
sound tape. EVANGEL BELLS, Valparw 
aiso, Indiana. 


RECORD 
“CHRISTIAN FAITH RECORDINGS” — 
Revival Hour, Haven of Rest, Rudy Ats 
wood, Bill Carle, Ralph. Box 667-B, Reseda, 
others, Catalog free. 
alif, 


PEWS, PULPIT & CHANCEL 
FURNITURE 
if WE Lie FOR Fi'ee CATALOC 


W DIRE 7 PRIC - 7" 


